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Do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 
his death? We were buried therefore with him by 
baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, we too might walk in newness of life.

Now if we have died with Christ, we believe 
that we will also live with him. 

Rom. 6:3-4, 8

VATICAN: Catechesis 
in the era of digital cul-
ture with the consequent 

globalisation and superficiality 
linked to it, and in a historical 
moment marked, among other 
things, by a dramatic crisis of 
faith, maintaining the union be-
tween the first announcement 
and the maturation of the faith, 
that evangelisation which is the 
primary task in the life of the 
Church.

This is the perspective in which the new 
Directory for Catechesis was presented to 
the press June 25 at the Vatican.

President of the Pontifical Council for 
Promoting the New Evangelization, Msgr 
Rino Fisichella, said the emergence of digi-
tal culture made the new Directory neces-
sary. It is the third, after those of 1971 and 
1977.

Divided into three parts and 12 chapters, 
the  326 page Directory recalls the mission-
ary responsibility of every baptised person 
and the urgency of finding new languages 
with which to communicate the faith. It in-
troduces three basic principles: Witness, be-
cause “the Church does not grow by prose-
lytism, but by attraction”; Mercy, authentic 
catechesis that makes the proclamation of 
faith credible; and Dialogue, free and open 
dialogue, which does not oblige but which, 
starting from love, contributes to peace.

Secretary of the Pontifical Council, Msgr 
Octavio Ruiz Arenas, added “the Church no 
longer lives in a regime of Christianity but 
in a secularised society, in which the phe-
nomenon of distance from the faith is ag-
gravated by a now lost sense of the sacred, 
and the range of Christian values called into 
question”, which implies that catechesis 
“must be intimately united with the work 
of evangelisation and cannot be separated 
from it”.

Msgr Fisichella noted “in this relation-
ship, the primacy belongs to evangelisation 
and not to catechesis”.

The Directory, therefore, starts from the 
formation of catechists, who must “be cat-
echised before being catechists”, in order to 
be “credible witnesses” of the faith, without 
being caught up in “sterile pastoral con-

cerns.” “Emphasising the specific respon-
sibilities for catechesis — from the bishop 
as first catechist of his diocese, to grandpar-
ents — catechesis cannot be delegated but 
is the most intimate essence of all forms 
and ways of preaching the faith,” said Msgr 
Franz-Peter Tebartz-van Elst, delegate for 
the catechesis of the same Pontifical coun-
cil.

The family that offers a Christian edu-
cation “more witnessed than taught” is 
also important for catechesis, as an active 
subject of evangelisation. In the face of ir-
regular situations and new family scenarios 
present in contemporary society, in which 
there is an emptying of the transcendent 
meaning of the family, the Church is called 
to accompany in faith through closeness, 
listening and understanding.

The centrality of the proclamation of the 
person of Jesus Christ today must therefore 
confront the Internet, and catechists must 
be well versed and able to educate via the 
digital platform, especially when directed 
at young people for whom digital culture is 
perceived as “natural”.

The digital world, says the Directory, has 
positive aspects — it promotes independent 
information to protect the most vulnerable 
people — but it also has the “dark side” of 
loneliness, manipulation, cyberbullying, 
and prejudice. Furthermore, being neither 
emotional nor intuitive, it is devoid of criti-

cal analysis, generating only passive recipi-
ents.

For the catechist it is a matter of contrast-
ing the “instant culture”, devoid of value 
hierarchies and perspectives and  being able 
to distinguish truth and quality, with Bib-
lical values. Above all, young people will 
be accompanied in the search for an inner 
freedom that helps them differentiate them-
selves from the “social flock”. “The chal-
lenge of evangelisation involves that of 
inculturation in the digital continent,” says 
the Directory.

The document then addresses issues such 
as the relationship with science, recom-
mending preparation to eliminate preju-
dices and clarify the apparent conflicts 
between science and faith, also enhancing 
the testimony of Christian scientists, as an 
example of harmony and synthesis between 
the two worldviews.

This statement includes the fact that in 
bioethics “not everything that is technically 
possible is morally permissible”. A distinc-
tion must be made between care and ma-

nipulation, and attention paid to eugenics 
and the discrimination it entails.

In the bioethical field, specific training 
will be needed for catechists that starts from 
the principle of sacredness and inviolabil-
ity of human life. No, therefore to the death 
penalty, “an inhuman measure that humili-
ates the dignity of the person”.

The Directory also affirms one of the 
dearest themes to Pope Francis: a “pro-
found ecological conversion” to be promot-
ed through a catechesis attentive to the pro-
tection of Creation and inspiring a virtuous 
life, far from consumerism, because “inte-
gral ecology is an integral part of Christian 
life”.

Ultimately, said Msgr Fisichella, it is a 
catechism that, “allows you to discover that 
faith is really the encounter with the person 
of Jesus Christ before being a moral pro-
posal, and that Christianity is not a religion 
of the past, but an event of the present”. — 
AsiaNews

l Turn to Page 13 for more

Catechesis in the 
era of digital culture 
and the faith crisis

The new Directory for Catechesis, presented today at the Vatican, recalls the missionary 
responsibility of every baptised person and the urgency of finding new languages   with which to 
communicate the faith. (AsiaNews)

This is the cover of the updated “Directory for 
Catechesis.” (CNS photo/USCCB)



As the world gradually opens up af-
ter the coronavirus pandemic and 
people emerge from their homes, 

many are uncertain.
What kind of world will it be?
One thing’s for sure, we are no longer 

the “masters of the universe”. For a few 
months at least, a tiny invisible virus 
brought the mighty human race, with all 
its scientific progress, to its knees.

Now, we venture out, some of us with 
masks on, a bit disoriented, fearful and 
unsure of what the economy and the 
world holds for us.

For us here, the promise of a new Ma-
laysia appears to have receded to the 
background as political leaders hold on 
to power or grapple to retake it.

The human rights situation looks wor-
rying. People have been hauled up for 
expressing dissent on a range of issues. 
We must reiterate our commitment to in-
ternational human rights law, including 
all related treaties – and that includes the 
1951 UN Refugee Convention.

Many have lost their jobs due to the 
lockdowns. Disturbingly, migrants and 
refugees have been ‘cleansed’ from cer-
tain public places, reflecting xenophobic 
attitudes.

Ordinary people are hurting from the 
economic downturn. But their voices are 
not heard.

I recently watched a video about life in 
Sarawak, and I was struck at how peo-
ple had to travel from the interior, leav-

ing their parents and families behind, in 
search of jobs in towns that, unfortunate-
ly, pay poorly.

Back in the interior, electricity supply 
is erratic, perhaps supported by small 
generators. Phone and internet connec-
tivity may not be reliable.

Life is hard. People have to supple-
ment their wages by growing livestock 
or farming, especially if their traditional 
lands have been degraded or destroyed 
by logging.

Meanwhile, the Vatican has just is-
sued a document called Journeying for 
the care of the common home to mark the 
fifth anniversary of the encyclical Laud-
ato Si’.

Though written before the pandemic, 
the message is familiar, reports Vatican 
News: The world is interconnected. And 
there is a socio-environmental context to 
the emergence of every crisis.

The first part of the document touches 
on education and ecological conversion, 
protecting life and promoting the family, 
the centrality of schools and universities, 
and ecumenical and interreligious dia-

logue.
It also includes a section on the “ecol-

ogy of the media”, urging the media to 
highlight the connection between “hu-
man destiny and the natural environ-
ment”, while empowering citizens and 
combating “fake news”.

The second part discusses integral ecol-
ogy and integral human development. It 
promotes sustainable agriculture, de-
fends the interests of small producers and 
natural resources, and highlights the need 
for healthy food education.

The document highlights the need to 
combat land grabbing and oppose “major 
agro-industrial projects that pollute the 
environment.

We need to do more to protect biodi-
versity and water as a natural resource 
that should not be privatised.

The second part also calls for greater 
investment in renewable energy: to re-
duce pollution and reliance on carbon 
and fossil fuels, moving towards clean 
renewable energy that would be acces-
sible to all.

A section on socio-economic develop-

ment calls for greater efforts to wipe out 
poverty and to promote more inclusive 
development.

Governments must shut down tax ha-
vens and penalise financial institutions 
that indulge in or allow illegal activities.

Another section highlights the primacy 
of civil society and the “globalisation of 
substantive social and participatory de-
mocracy, and a long-term vision based 
on justice, morality and the fight against 
corruption” – themes which should be fa-
miliar to us in Malaysia.

This also means ensuring access to jus-
tice for all, including the poor and the 
marginalised.

A robust healthcare and care system 
that provides for all is essential. This is 
especially critical given the new chal-
lenges we face from pandemics and out-
breaks of disease as ecological and social 
systems are degraded.

Importantly, the document calls for 
a link between the fight against climate 
change and the fight against poverty, 
in line with the social teachings of the 
Church.

Nations should aim for low-carbon 
sustainable development to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. As part of this 
effort, we need to do more to restore nat-
ural forests, especially in places where 
they have been degraded.

All said, this is an important document 
that should guide us – and entire nations 
– as we emerge from the pandemic.

A guide as we venture out 
into a post-lockdown world

Sunday Observer
By 

Anil Netto
anilnetto@herald.com.my

If today were not a Sunday, we would be 
celebrating the memorial of one of the 

Church Fathers, St Irenaeus. Irenaeus lived 
in the second century, about 130 to 203 
AD. Among his writing, you will find the 
statement: “The Glory of God is man fully 
alive.” Think about that: “The Glory of God 
is man fully alive.” What does this mean? 
Let’s break it down. Glory is that which 
radiates from God, that which shows His 
Holiness. Therefore, the Holiness of God 
is radiated in man fully alive. To be fully 
alive is to be alive both physically and spir-
itually, for we are spiritual beings as well 
as physical beings. Many people feel dead 
because they are dead. They live only for 
the physical and have sacrificed or refused 
to embrace their capacity for the spiritual. 
Man fully alive is more than physically 
alive. Man fully alive is spiritually alive. 
Therefore, to paraphrase Irenaeus’ “The 
Glory of God is man fully alive;” we can 
say “The Holiness of God is seen in a man 
or woman who is totally, physically and 
spiritually alive.”

It is in this light that we can come to an 
understanding of those demanding man-
dates at the beginning of this Sunday’s  
Gospel: “Whoever loves father or mother 
more than me is not worthy of me; whoever 
loves son or daughter more than me is not 
worthy of me; and whoever does not takes 
up his cross and follow me is not worthy 
of me.”

Recently, there has been a supposedly 
humorous commercial on TV that shows 
a teenage girl getting home at a reasonable 

time in the evening and her mother, who 
should have eaten a snickers bar, yelling 
at her, “What are you doing home?  You 
should be out someplace disappointing 
your father.” The commercial is a joke, but, 
sadly, there are parents who try to convince 
their children to engage in actions that 
would destroy their spiritual lives. If they 
were to go along with their parents’ sinful 
demands, then they would be choosing the 
love of their parents over the love of God. 
This is not all that rare. I have come across 
parents, few to be sure, but still parents who 
encourage their children to sin.  I have come 
across parents who have told their teen-
age daughters that they need to be on birth 
control because it would be reasonable for 
them to have sex outside marriage. I have 
come across parents who have taught their 
children to cheat at business or at work. But 
mostly, sadly, I have come across parents 
who have taught their children to hate. They 
have done this by refusing to control their 
own anger and by hating others. If a child 
were to choose to follow a parent who leads 
her or him into sin, then that child would 
be loving father or mother more than God.  
The child would not be worthy of God, at 
least not until he or she rejects sin.

The second mandate really strikes us as 
excessive. It sure seems to be over the top 
to say, “Anyone who loves son or daughter 
more than me is not worthy of me.” We hear 
this mandate, and we think about our chil-
dren. Our hearts explode with love just pic-
turing them in our minds. How can we be 
told that if we love them more than we love 

Jesus, we are not worthy of the Lord? How 
can this be? It is simply that Jesus Christ 
must be the centre of our lives. We love our 
children because they are not just our chil-
dren; they are the Lord’s children. Parents 
are in the business of raising children for the 
Lord, not for themselves. If parents separate 
their love for their children from their love 
for the Lord, if the worship of God is not a 
priority in their home, if they let their chil-
dren convince them that the Christian life 
is too demanding for modern day people, 
then these parents would be loving their son 
or daughter more than God. They would be 
unworthy of being a follower of Christ.

But if, or better, when parents allow the 
presence of God in their homes to motivate 
their every action, when parents are com-
mitted to raising their children to be the 
Christian men and women the world craves 
to find its meaning and worth, then their 
love for their children will reflect their love 
for the Lord. Catholic parents do not love 
their children more than they love God. 
Their love for their children is an expres-
sion of their love for God.

And finally, “Whoever does not take up 
his cross and follow me is not worthy of 
me.” Christ’s love is sacrificial love. He 
loves by giving. He calls us to love by giv-
ing. This can be difficult. This can be a real 
cross. A person can have a serious illness. 
There can be deep pain and division within 
a family, a person may experience a horri-

ble life-changing tragedy. A person might 
be in so much pain that he or she just wants 
to give up, even to the point of going to war 
with God rather than accept his or her situ-
ation in life as a participation in the cross 
of Christ. If we refuse to follow the Lord 
because we are convinced that our crosses 
are too much for us, then we are not worthy 
of being called disciples of the Lord. 

There is a popular expression, “If you 
have your health, you have it all.” This is 
not true. What is true is this: “If you have 
the Lord, you have it all.”

And St Paul wrote: “Do you not real-
ise that when you were baptised you were 
baptised into the death of Christ, so that 
you can live the life of Christ?” Millions 
of Christians, billions of Christians, have 
died happy in the Lord because they have 
realised with their lives that nothing can 
ever separate them from the love of Christ.  
They have been and are fully alive, physi-
cally and spiritually.  The Glory of God has 
shown through them. Again, St Irenaeus, 
“The Glory of God is man fully alive.” 

May we also be fully alive. May we be 
worthy followers of Jesus Christ.   — By 
Msgr Joseph A Pellegrino

13th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Readings: 2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a;

Romans 6:3-4, 8-11;
Gospel: Matthew 10:37-42

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings

Thirteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time: Being Fully Alive
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To All Parish Priests and Parishes of the Malacca Johore 
Diocese.

This is a follow-up of Bishop’s Pastoral Directive No 
22 dated June 17, 2020.

After discussions and dialogue with various govern-
ment officials, the Jabatan Perpaduan Negara (JPN) of 
the State of Melaka (but NOT the State of Johor) has 
given its blessings to restart our parishes.

1. The National Security Council’s (Majlis Keselamatan 
Negara MKN) announcement to open and begin wor-
ship with one third of normal capacity and adhering to 
the given SOPs is the first guideline.

2. The State JPNs have permitted us to start without the 
need to register, reminding us to abide by Federal and 
MKN directives (above) and that checking will follow.

3. As Bishop of the MJD, the following steps must be 
followed:

a) From now until July 4, prepare parishes, chap-
els and Mass centres for SOP compliance (cf. 
checklist).
b) By July 4, submit signed application forms 
to the Bishop for approval. (cf. checklist attach-
ment).*
c) Those approved (only) begin on July 5 (or af-
ter). Begin with one Mass per centre. Improve on 
weaknesses. Then, increase frequency of Masses 
in the second week. Next, introduce weekday 
Masses.
d) Strict monitoring by Parish Response Team or 
Parish Health Team must be enforced.

A blessed opening of your churches and may the halls 
of worship be again filled with prayers, hymns and re-
sponses of the faithful.

Together Building His Kingdom,

+ Rt Rev Bernard Paul, D.D.
Bishop of Malacca Johore Diocese
June 23, 2020

Diocese of Malacca Johore

Opening of Churches, 
Commencement of Worship

1. FAMILY PEWS 
We want to encourage families 
staying under the same roof to sit 
together during Mass. For this rea-
son, we have reserved a section of 
each church as family pews. This 
arrangement will also increase the 
overall capacity of the church with 
social distancing in place. 
Family Pew Details
1. To qualify for a family pew 
each family must be from the same 
household, consisting of a minimum 
of four members and a maximum 
of six members attending Mass to-
gether. When you book your seats, 
please ask for a family pew so that 
you can be seated together in a row 
without the need for social distanc-
ing. 
2. For families attending Mass to-
gether with three members or less, 
please book individual seats.  
3. Each family pew is separated by a 
distance of one metre from the next. 
4. All the other SOPs for attending 
Mass apply. 

Latest update on weekend Masses for June 27-28Diocese of 
Miri

Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur

Diocese of Penang

Schedule of Masses in 
Peninsular Malaysia
KUALA LUMPUR: A number of par-
ishes will be resuming their Eucharis-
tic Celebration on June 28 and July 5 
in the KL Archdiocese and the Penang 
Diocese.

In the Malacca Johore Diocese, par-
ishes in the state of Johor will not be 
celebrating public Masses. However, 
in Melaka public Masses can resume 

from July 5 onwards (see left).
As each parish is only allowed one 

Mass per week with a one-third capac-
ity of the church, many parishioners 
will have to wait their turn.

For many parishes, registration is 
through BECs.

However, there are some parishes 
which will begin the first Mass with 

a smaller number limited to the parish 
leaders, liturgical ministers and vol-
unteers as a way to test the standard 
operating procedures.

Below is a schedule of the parish 
Masses. For more information, please 
contact your parish.

* PRT - Parish Response Team

2. WEEKEND MASS 
SCHEDULE FOR JUNE 
27-28 
The Mass schedule remains the 
same as last weekend. Booking 
is open from 8:00am to 5.00pm 
on Thursday and Friday and 
8:00am to 12,00noon on Satur-
day. There is no limit to number 
of bookings per call. 

St Joseph’s Cathedral 
(Tel: 011 1074 8873) 
l Saturday Sunset Mass 
6.00pm (Eng) 
l Sunday 7:00am (Mandarin) 
l Sunday 9:00am (Mandarin), 
with live streaming 
l Sunday 11:00am (BM), with 
live streaming 
l Sunday 5:00pm (English), 
with live streaming 

Carmelite Church 
(Tel: 011 1087 7325) 
l Sunday 7:00am (English) 
l Sunday 9:00am (English) 

PARISH
St John Vianney
Divine Mercy
Good Shepherd
Our Lady of Fatima
Our Lady of Guadalupe
St Anthony
St Francis Xavier
St Ignatius
St John’s Cathedral
St Jude
Visitation
Assumption
St Anne
St Francis of Assisi
St Jude
Sacred Heart, KL
Holy Redeemer

DATE
June 14
June 28
June 28
June 28
June 28
June 28
June 28
June 28
June 28
June 28
June 28
July 5
July 5
July 5
July 5
July 5
July 5

TIME
9.00am
10.30am
9.30am
8.30am
10.00am
9.30am
8.30am
9.00am
9.00am
10.00am
9.00am
9.30am
9.00am
10.00am
9.0am
9.15am
9.30am

LANGUAGE
ML
Eng
Eng
Eng
ML
E/T/BM
Eng
E/C
Eng
ML
Eng
Eng
ML
ML
ML
ML
E/C/BM

PARTICIPANTS - COMPOSITION
– BECs
200 pax– Parish Leaders
160 pax - BECs and Leaders
40 pax - Parish Leaders
80 pax - PRT and BECs Coordinators
200 pax – BEC/KUBM/EL Shaddai
220 pax – BECs, Ministries and others
240 pax – Volunteers
120 to 150 pax – Liturgical ministers
40 pax - volunteers
380 pax - BECs
50 pax - Parish Leaders
80 pax – BECs
250 pax – BECs and Language Apostolates
40 pax - PPC, Zone and BEC leaders
200 pax - PRT / BEC Coordinators & Asst
141 pax - First come basis

PARISH
Holy Spirit Cathedral
Divine Mercy
St Patrick KK
St Michael
Our Lady of Lourdes
St John the Baptist Sg Siput
St Joseph Batu Gajah
Our Lady of Sorrows
St Mary, Tapah
St Joseph, Bidor 

DATE
June 28
June 28
June 28
June 28
June 28
June 28
June 28
July 5
July 5
July 12

TIME
9.00am
9.00am
9.00am
10.00am
9.00am
6.00pm
9.00am
9.30am
9.30am
10.30am

LANGUAGE
Eng
Eng
ML
E/C
E/T
ML
ML
ML
E/T/BM
E/T/BM

PARTICIPANTS - COMPOSITION
350 pax – Zone Leaders, volunteers
300 pax – Zones
58 pax – BECs
155 pax – Liturgical ministers, volunteers
350 pax – BECs
50 pax – BECs
100 pax – BECs
186 pax – Ministries, BECs, friends
70 pax – Register with the parish
50 pax – Register with the parish

Church of Mater Dei (CMD) 
(Tel: 011 1087 7320) 
l Saturday Sunset Mass 
6.00pm (Eng/BM) 
l Sunday Car Park Mass 
7:00am (Eng/BM) 
l Sunday 9:30am (lban) 
l Sunday I I:30am (Iban) 
l Sunday 5:00pm (Iban) 

St Anthony’s Church, Tudan 
(Tel: 011 1087 7322) 
l Saturday Sunset Mass 
6.00pm (BM) 
l Sunday 7:00am (BM) 
l Sunday 9:00am (BM) 
l Sunday 5:00pm (BM) 

3. DAILY MASS 
Daily Mass will resume in St 
Joseph’s Cathedral at 7.00am 
and 5:30pm; Carmelite Church 
at 6:15am and Church of Ma-
ter Dei at 6:30am. No booking 
required. 

4. CONFESSION 
Confessions will be available 30 
minutes before each Mass and also 
upon request. You may also make 
an appointment with the priests to 
have confession in the office dur-
ing office hours. 

5. CAR PARK MASS, Church 
of Mater Dei (CMD) 
This car park Mass is held every 
Sunday at 7:00am at CMD. 
 
Reminder 

1. No booking is required. This 
Mass is on a first-come-first 
served basis. The car park can 
hold 200 cars (social distancing 
followed). 
2. Children under 12 years of 
age are not allowed entry.  
3. Those with symptoms of 
fever, cough, runny nose and 
breathing difficulties are not  al-
lowed entry.  
4. Motorbikes are not allowed.  

5. Please bring your hand sani-
tiser to sanitise your hands be-
fore receiving communion. The 
wardens will also come around 
with hand sanitisers. 
6. Toilets will not be opened ex-
cept for emergencies. Please use 
your home toilet before coming.   
7. Please do not exit your car 
while in the church compound.  

6. MAXIMUM NUMBER OF 
PERSONS PER MASS 
The government has raised the 
maximum number of persons per 
Mass from 100 to 250. We will 
observe the 250 limit whenever 
possible starting with the weekend 
Masses of 27-28 June. 

The following is the maximum 
capacity for each church with so-
cial distancing in place. 
St Joseph’s Cathedral: 181 
Church of Mater Dei (CMD): 450 
Carmelite Church: 184 
St Anthony’s Church, Tuthill: 129

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CY2VCmA2iQc&feature=youtu.be


MIRI: The Church of Mater Dei in 
Lutong held its first ever drive-in 
Mass at its carpark on June 21, as 
parishioners embrace novel ways 
to fulfil their religious duties while 
maintaining social distancing to 
curb the spread of Covid-19.

About 100 vehicles filled the car 
park, each parked one lot away 
from the other to allow for social 
distancing.

Parishioners stayed in their cars 
until the end of the Mass, with 
Communion being given to them 
in their vehicles. Attendees were 
seen complying with the Stand-
ard Operating Procedures (SOP) 
and church officials went around 
sanitising everyone’s hand before 
each received the Eucharist.

Bishop Ng said he was happy 
to see the good turnout at the first 
car park Mass and said for the next 
car park Mass, parishioners might 
need to register before attending 
to avoid overcrowding of parking 
lots.

“I’m very happy to see eve-
ryone here today. But next time 
you might need to register to en-
sure we do not overcrowd this car 
park,” he said, adding that the car 
park Mass would be held continu-
ously as long as every parishioner 
adhered to the SOP.

He also urged all attendees to 
spread the word about the Sunday 
car park Mass to other Catholics 
here so that those who are at high 
risk, such as the elderly, can still 
attend Mass, while remaining in-
side their parked car.

Meanwhile, parishioners were 
reminded not to bring children 
under 12 years of age to the Sun-
day Mass, as per the SOP outlined 
by the government to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19.

Currently, those attending the 
car park Mass do not have to make 
early bookings or registration. It is 
on a first-come-first served basis.

The Church of Mater Dei car 
park can accommodate over 100 
cars with proper social distancing, 
with the church gate opening at 
6.00am. — By Chew Lip Song, 
The New Sarawak

Bishop Richard Ng giving Communion to a participant of the drive-in Mass.
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KENINGAU: “I thank God that 
finally, after three months in ‘dark-
ness’, the Diocese of Keningau has 
resumed public Masses from June 
20,” said Bishop Cornelius Piong, 
after celebrating his first public 
Mass after three months suspension 
due to the outbreak of the corona-
virus. 

“However, only a small num-
ber of the faithful can participate 
because we need to adhere to the 
Standard Operating Procedures 
(SOPs) given by the government to 
curb COVID-19. 

“Let us continue to pray and trust 
in the Lord that He is with us and 
cares for us,” 

On June 20 and 21, the Cathedral 
of St Francis Xavier (KSFX), the 

Holy Family Pilgrimage Center, 
Nulu Sosopon, reopened their doors 
to the public. 

On June 20, the Sunset Mass was 
presided over by Fr Bonaventure 
Unting. Two chapels in Bingkor 
and Apin-Apin also celebrated the 
Sunset Mass. 

On Sunday, June 21, two Masses 
were celebrated at the KSFX Square 
(Dataran KSFX). Only 100 people 
attended the Masses held at 8.00am 
and 10.00am. After each Mass, the 
church was immediately sanitised. 

Bishop Cornelius Piong led 
the Eucharistic Celebration at the 
Holy Family Pilgrimage Center, 
Nulu Sosopon, at 10.30am with 50 
congregants. Prior to that, the prel-
ate presided over the 8.00am live 

streamed Mass.
To ensure that the SOPs were 

properly implemented according to 
government guidelines, the Parish 
Youth Apostolate and the Hospice 
Society took charge of registering 
and checking the temperature, en-
suring that parishioners wore masks 
and sanitised their hands and foot-
wear at the entrance of the church. 

KSFX Pastoral Council Chair-
man, Nancy Nelly, said the SOP 
was strictly adhered to.

“Each meeting and decision made 
by the PCC must first be approved 
by the KKM (Kementerian Kesiha-
tan), PDRM and the MN. Person-
ally, I am happy that my team did 
a great job preparing the church for 
reopening. The parishioners were 

also wonderful in giving their coop-
eration and following all protocols.

“After the first Sunday when the 
church re-opened, we felt confident 
to continue our ministry and we 
were also happy that the authorities 

were pleased with the implementa-
tion of our SOP, ” said Nancy.

Parishes in Toboh, Tambunan, 
Tenom, Sook and Mission Kema-
bong also resumed their public 
Masses.

SIBU: Catholic Church-goers here 
welcomed the re-opening of Sacred 
Heart Cathedral for Masses from 
June 20.

James Lau was looking forward 
to receiving Holy Communion 
physically after partaking in spir-
itual communion for the past three 
months.

“Spiritually you are in commun-
ion but physically you cannot taste 
and share the meal on the table,” he 
said.

Another churchgoer, Eta Ting was 
filled with joy at receiving the con-
secrated host.

“This Holy Eucharist is the great-

est treasure of our Catholic heritage. 
When asked about online Mass, I 
shared that I could attend streamed 
Masses celebrated by Pope Fran-
cis in Rome, Archbishop Simon 
Poh from Kuching or from all over 
the world in different languages as 
Catholic Masses are the same litur-
gically,” she shared.

Meanwhile, Mary Ting had mixed 
feelings. Though she was happy 
church could resume Masses, she 
was still worried about the congre-
gation.

 “We don’t know where others 
have been or who they had been in 
contact with. But life goes on and at 

the least, we have to adhere to the 
SOPs and leave the rest to God,” she 
shared.

Michael Kiu, a councillor at the 
Sacred Heart Parish, welcomed 
the re-opening of the Cathedral for 

Masses in English, Mandarin and 
Iban, though only 100 parishioners 
are allowed at any one time with 
prior reservation for a seat number. 
He said children under 12 years, the 
elderly and those at high risk were 
not encouraged to attend, while 
those attending must have their tem-
perature and particulars taken at the 
entrance, wear face masks through-
out the Mass and adhere to social 
distancing.

On June 20, the Cathedral’s first 
Mass at 6.15am in Mandarin was 
celebrated by Bishop Joseph Hii 
with 100 people in the congregation. 
— By Danny Wong, Borneo Post

Miri Diocese holds drive-in 
Mass 

Parishioners welcome the re-opening of Cathedral for Masses

An aerial view of the 100 vehicles at the carpark of the Church of Mater Dei for the 7.00am drive-in Mass on June 21.

The Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Sibu.

Bishop Richard Ng celebrating Mass at the carpark.

Sanitising carried out after the Mass.

Keningau Diocese resumes public Mass



Coming together to pray for 
the sanctification of our priests

KUALA LUMPUR: In conjunc-
tion with the Solemnity of The 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, the 
churches of the Sacred Heart in 
Bentong and Kuala Lumpur came 
together for the Holy Hour to pray 
for the Sanctification of Priests.  
The Holy Hour at Peel Road, Kuala 
Lumpur, was presided over by His 
Grace Archbishop Julian Leow. 

Pope St John Paul II designated 
the Solemnity of the Most Sacred 
Heart of Jesus as a Day of Prayer 
for the Sanctification of Priests in 
2002.  In his apostolic exhortation, 
Pastores Dabo Vobis, he states that 
God promises the Church not just 
any sort of shepherd, but shepherds 
“after his own heart”. And God’s 
“heart” is revealed itself to us ful-
ly in the heart of Christ, the good 
shepherd. 

Archbishop Leow, in his ad-
dress, invited the faithful to rec-
ognise and pray for all priests. He 
thanked them for giving their life 
for the love of God and for the 
service of his people. He said it’s 

a special moment to reflect on the 
life and mission of the priests who 
are Called, Chosen and Sent to pro-
claim the Gospel. 

He also asked the faithful to pray 
for the priests, that they may con-
tinue to live holy lives as they find 
new paths, and be open in their role 
as Priests after the Heart of Jesus. 

The priests are to radiate humility, 
love of God and the people in their 
ministry. He encouraged the faith-
ful to walk together with the priests 
so that they can walk in the path of 
Jesus and bring God’s love to all 
whom they meet.

The multilingual Holy Hour in-
cluded the Adoration of the Bless-

ed Sacrament, chaplet and litany to 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus. There 
were additional prayers for priests 
from Pope Benedict XVI, St Thé-
rèse of the Child Jesus, and Pope 
St John Paul II. The solemn hour 
also included hymns from the par-
ish children and teenagers as well 
as an introductory video featuring 

the priests of the KL Archdiocese.
Despite the restrictive circum-

stances, the Media, Liturgy and Vo-
cation teams, together with the two 
seminarians of the Sacred Heart 
Church, managed to organise the 
online Holy Hour for the faithful to 
participate in the Prayer of Sancti-
fication for the Priests.

Archbishop Julian Leow at the Church of the Sacred Heart, during the Benediction. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at the Church of the Sacred Heart, Bentong. 

SEREMBAN: The Church of the 
Visitation celebrated the Solem-
nity of Pentecost and the Parish 
Feast of The Visitation on May 
31. The multilingual Mass to cel-
ebrate the birthday of the Church 
and the Blessed Virgin Mary’s 
visit to her cousin Elizabeth, was 
livestreamed as the country was 
still under the Movement Control 
Order (MCO) which began on 
March 18.

The priests from the Negeri 
District were the celebrants. They 
were Fr Terrance Thomas (the 
main celebrant), Fr Peter Antho-
ney, Carmelite Fr Christopher Loh 
OCD, and Fr Xavier Andrew.  

The 6.00pm Mass was preceded 
by the Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament in four languages, led 
by Fr Xavier and assisted by Dea-
con Philip Tay. Both the Adoration 
and the Mass were live streamed. 

“After 50 days of Easter, the 
Church celebrates Pentecost, 
when the Holy Spirit descends on 

the apostles and on  all of us too,” 
said Fr Loh in his homily in Eng-
lish. 

“Like the apostles, who were 
locked in the upper room and liv-
ing in fear of persecution by the 
Jews, we too are in a similar situa-
tion today since the announcement 
of the MCO on 18th March, where 
social distancing and wearing of 
face masks became the norm to 
protect us from the coronavirus. In 
the current pandemic, many have 
lost their loved ones, their jobs, 
resulting in them becoming wor-
ried, scared and frightened, like 
the apostles. 

“Many are worried that things 
will not be the same again after the 
MCO when the Church will not 
be operating in the usual manner 
like before. Businesses will never 
be the same anymore. Priests are 
wondering if Catholics will come 
back to church after months of 
lockdown and getting  used to fol-
lowing Masses online at home.” 

Referring to the day’s Respon-
sorial Palm, “Send forth your 
Spirit, O Lord, and renew the face 
of the earth”, Fr Loh reminded us 
that the Holy Spirit we receive at 
Pentecost is not a spirit of timidity 
but, rather, a Spirit that transforms 
us, like the apostles, to become 
courageous. He concluded his 
homily by asking us to allow the 
Holy Spirit to transform us and to 
allow the words of Jesus to dwell 
in our hearts. Be courageous and 
just like the resurrected Jesus en-
tered the room where the apostles 
were. “Peace be with you” always.

The usual order of the Mass 
proceeded after the homilies. At 
the end of the Mass, Fr Xavier 
Andrew wished viewers a Happy 
Feast Day of the Pentecost and 
Visitation. He said we should con-
tinue to pray and rely on God’s 
power and prayer that the day may 
come when we can attend and par-
ticipate in the Mass as we used to. 
— By Paul Peter Fernandez

KAPIT: Catholics here gathered on 
Saturday evening (June 20) for the 
first Sunset Mass at the Holy Mary 
Immaculate Conception Church 
after three months of closure due 
to COVID-19.

Although the one-hour long 
Mass commenced at 7.00pm, 
volunteers turned up as early as 
6.00pm to set up counters in front 
of the entrance to the church hall, 
where members had their tempera-
ture and their details (name and 
phone number) taken, in compli-
ance with the Recovery Movement 
Control Order standard operating 
procedure (SOP).

The Mass was seen by about 50 
congregants and was presided over 
by Fr George Obaso and Fr Mi-
chael Mandagiri.

Lucy Yong, who attended the 

Mass, said she was delighted that 
she could attend Mass at the church 
after a long break, making her feel 
simply wonderful.

Another of the faithful, Grace, 
mentioned she was excited to be 
able to attend the Mass with fellow 
Catholics.

She said that for the past three 
months she had been following the 
Masses online.

On June 21, two Masses were 
celebrated at the church – at 
8.00am and 10.00am – with at-
tendance at each Mass limited to 
100 congregants.

Immediately after the Masses, 
the parishioners carried out clean-
ing and sanitising of the hall in 
time for the next Mass.

This is the new norm adopted by 
the church. — Borneo Post

Negeri priests convene to celebrate 
the Feast of the Visitation

Church holds first Sunset 
Mass during RMCO

Priests from Negeri Sembilan join Fr Xavier Andrew in the Eucharistic Celebration for the Feast  of the Visitation at 
the Church of the Visitation, Seremban.
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The congregation maintaining a social distance of one meter. (Borneo Post pic)

Temperature taken and details recorded before entering the church (Borneo Post pic)
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BUKIT MERTAJAM: Ten days of online 
Masses, round-the-clock broadcasting of St 
Anne’s statue and virtual channels for offer-
ings are being lined up for next month’s St 
Anne’s Feast.

Held annually with some 100,000 visitors, 
the celebrations at St Anne’s Church will go 
fully digital this year owing to crowd con-
trol concerns amid the Covid-19 pandemic.

Deacon Lazarus Jonathan said the church 
grounds would be closed to visitors during 
the July 24-Aug 2 event that commemorates 
the canonisation of Jesus Christ’s grand-
mother.

This year’s theme is “Sent with Joy to 
Heal, daily Masses, Adoration and Benedic-
tion ceremonies will be streamed online 
from 3.00pm through the church’s website 
www.minorbasilicastannebm.com.

“In previous years, we had different times 
for Masses, especially on weekends where 
there would be early morning Masses.

“This year, we are standardising the Mass 
times and the number of Masses so that peo-
ple will know exactly when they can watch 
them online,” Deacon Lazarus said.

St Anne’s Church has had experience with 
digital sharing as the candlelight procession 
– the usual highlight of the feastday – had 
been broadcast online in previous years.

“This time, we have no plans to proceed 
with the candlelight procession in the tradi-
tional sense,” said Deacon Lazarus.

“The committee is looking into how we 

can explore online means to light candles 
and present flowers at the Shrine of St Anne.

“The statue will be projected online 24 
hours a day, so hopefully we can find a 
way where people can purchase flowers to 
put at the statue by the volunteers on site,” 
Lazarus added. — By Andrea Filmer, The 
Star

St Anne’s feast to 
go virtual this year

KARAMUNSING, Sabah: Sacred Heart 
Cathedral parishioners celebrated their pa-
tronal feastday of the Most Sacred Heart 
of Jesus with online Masses during the 
weekend of Jun 20/21.

The mellowed celebration was a far cry 
from the activity-packed celebration from 
yesteryears, which stretched over a week. 
The week-long fiesta that used to be, com-
prised an elaborate programme that had 
something for every category of partici-
pating parishioners – the elderly, children, 
marrieds, singles, the sick, the migrants.

Traditionally, the festival coincides with 
the World Day of Prayer for the Sanctifi-
cation of Priests, which is meaningfully 
commemorated with an organised Study 
Day for the diocesan clergy, followed by 
Sunset Mass.

However, the restrictions that were put 
in place to prevent the spread of the coro-
navirus pandemic could not subdue the 
Word of God that brings refreshment to 
the audience following the live streamed 
Mass broadcasted from Sacred Heart Ca-
thedral.

Coming to the Sacred Heart of Jesus is 
essentially coming to the “selfless, out-

pouring and all embracing” love that Je-
sus invites us to. This symbol of love that 
“burns for us” is a welcomed Good News 
for us who are “tired from the demands 
of life, overburdened by worries, beaten 
down by failure, and saddened by loss,” 
underscored Archbishop John Wong.

He assured that Jesus knows how em-
battled we are by COVID-19, and how 

hard we labour each day. His Sacred Heart 
continued to bid us go to Him for He 
wants to “shoulder our burdens, fears and 
anxieties” with us.

Continuing to preach on the gratuitous 
gift of Jesus’ compassionate heart which 
Jesus is offering us, the Archbishop point-
ed out that it is not because we have done 
anything to deserve such love and mercy. 
He affirmed “Jesus’ love is a total free gift 
for us!” 

He added, Jesus urges “Come to me all 
you who labour and are overburdened and 
I will give you rest…” for His rest gives us 
inner peace that calms our troubled heart 
and the joy that removes the burdens in 
life.

Assuring that God loves us indeed, and 
that He is faithful to Him promise, the 
preacher encouraged the people to “lis-
ten and accept Jesus’ invitation “Come to 
me… and learn from me, for I am humble 
and gentle of heart…”.

The assured love of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus is indeed a huge boon for us as we 
continue to struggle in the unknowns of 
post-COVID living. — By Agnes Chai, 
CS

PENANG: Bishop Sebastian Francis 
said in a statement that the official in-
auguration ceremony of elevation of St 
Anne’s Church to a minor basilica would 
be postponed from its initial Aug 2 date.

“During the months when the church-
es were closed, the statue of St Anne 
was placed closer to the gates of the 
main entrance where she could be vis-
ibly honoured by those who passed by 
the church.

“[During this St Anne’s Feast], one 
of the original statues from the shrine 
will be brought out to the gates of the 
main entrance while the other will re-
main inside the shrine and will be made 
available on the official website through 
live-streaming for public devotion,” said 
Bishop Sebastian, who is also the parish 
priest of St Anne’s Church.

St Anne’s Church became the coun-
try’s first basilica on Sept 5 last year after 
it received the decree from the Vatican.

Bishop Sebastian added that more 
detailed information on this year’s St 
Anne’s Feast would be released start-
ing July 1 via the church website. — By           
Andrea Filmer, The Star

Sacred Heart celebrates feastday onlineCollection of 
hymns and prayers 
in one book

Seeking divine intervention: Church members praying in front a statue of St Anne inside the St 
Anne’s Church in Bukit Mertajam, Penang. (The Star/Mustafa Ahmad)

KAJANG: Fr 
Andrew Kooi has 
released a  collec-
tion of hymns and 
prayers for Lauds 
and Vespers in 
one book.

“I had observed 
that there seemed 
to be no complete 
and coherent col-
lection of the 
hymns and chants 
for the Divine Of-
fice, especially 
for Lauds (Morn-
ing Prayer) and 
Vespers (Evening 
Prayer),” said Fr 
Kooi. 

“When I was 
in the seminary 
(College Gen-
eral Penang and 
St Francis Xa-
vier Major Semi-
nary Singapore), 
the hymns and 
chants for Lauds 
and Vespers were 
a collection of 
loose pieces of 
paper, possibly 
compiled over the years, kept in  transparent 
folders. This was not available to the public. 

“This led me to come up with a better and 
improved collection of hymns and prayers for 
Lauds and Vespers, compiled in one book, so 
that anyone who wishes to know how to sing 
and chant the hymns and prayers, could do so 
easily from one source.” 

If anyone wishes to get a copy of this book 
which costs RM20, please contact Fr Andrew 
Kooi at Holy Family Church Kajang office 03-
87331154 or e-mail him at frakhfckajang@
gmail.com. Limited copies available.

Elevation ceremony 
of St Anne’s Church
to basilica postponed

The front page and an inside 
page of the collection of 
hymns and prayers.

Archbishop John Wong

KUCHING:Archbishop Simon Poh presided at 
the Carmelite nuns’ election of Mother Prioress 
and Councillors. Before the elections, the com-
munity gathered before the Most Blessed Sacra-
ment and the Veni Creator Spiritus (Come Holy 
Spirit) was chanted to invoke the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit. This was followed by the expo-
sition of the Most Blessed Sacrament, an hour 
of silent prayer and benediction.

When the new Prioress was named, the en-
tire community was summoned to witness the 
confirmation of the new Prioress by the Arch-
bishop. After singing the Te Deum in thanksgiv-
ing to God, they pledged their obedience to the 
new Prioress with an embrace and the kissing of 
the scapular.

The election take place every three years. 
The Mother Prioress is a major superior and the 
Councillors are to assist her in a spirit of unity. 
— Today’s Catholic

New Prioress and Councillors for Carmelite nuns

These are the new office bearers for the next triennium:
Mother Prioress: Sr Jovita of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
1st Councillor: Sr Margaret of St Joseph
2nd Councillor: Sr Marie Evelyn of the Mother of Sorrows
3rd Councillor: Sr Dominica of the Blessed Trinity

The handing over of the book of the Constitutions and the keys of the monastery to the new 
Mother Prioress (Carmelite Nuns of Kuching).



HONG KONG: In the second such 
significant incident in two weeks, 
China’s state-sanctioned Catholic 
Church has approved and installed 
a Vatican-appointed underground 
bishop at a public function.

Bishop Peter Li Huiyuan of 
Fengxiang Diocese in landlocked 
Shaanxi province was installed as 
bishop in a June 22 ceremony over-
seen by Bishop Dang Mingyan, 
deputy secretary-general of the 
Chinese Catholic Patriotic Associa-
tion (CCPA).

Fifty-five year-old Bishop Li is 
the fourth underground bishop to 
be approved by the state-sanctioned 
Catholic Church since the Vatican 
and China signed an agreement in 
September 2018 on regularising the 
appointment of bishops.

Some 150 people, including 

bishops in the region and lay rep-
resentatives of Bishop Li’s dio-
cese, attended the ceremony at St 
Joseph’s Cathedral in Fengxiang 
Diocese.

Bishop Dang, seen as the head 
of the state-approved Church, pre-
sented Bishop Li with the mitre, 
sceptre and ring — all symbols of 
the leadership and pastoral duties of 
a Catholic bishop.

Bishop Li celebrated the Mass 
during the ceremony. He promised 
to abide by China’s constitution, 
and uphold the unity of the moth-
erland, social harmony, love for the 
country and religion.

He and his laity will “insist on the 
independence of our own Church, 
on the direction of Chinese Catholi-
cism, and on contributing to the 
realisation of the Chinese dream 

of the great revival of the Chinese 
nation and its strength,” he vowed.

Bishop Li’s approval follows 
a similar ceremony on June 9 in 
which 83-year-old underground 
Bishop Peter Lin Jiashan of Fuzhou 
in Fujian province was publicly in-
stalled.

The Vatican appointed Bishop 
Li as a coadjutor bishop without 
publicly announcing it. Bishops at 
a 2011 regional synod elected him 

following all the regulations of the 
CCPA.

The bishops also invited state of-
ficials to supervise the election and 
to confirm that it was in accordance 
with the law. Bishop Li’s 2011 elec-
tion as coadjutor bishop was de-
clared valid, but the CCPA refused 
to give a date for his consecration.

However, Bishop Li’s predeces-
sor Bishop Li Jingfeng died on 
Nov. 17, 2017, leaving the leader-

ship of the diocese to Bishop Li, 
who was then not recognised by the 
government.

The Diocese of Fengxiang did 
not register with CCPA until May 
2019 when a CCPA unit was estab-
lished in the diocese and Bishop Li 
was elected as the chairman of that 
CCPA.

The Vatican-China deal on bish-
ops is due for revision and renewal 
in September. — ucanews.com

Bishops and priests pose for a photograph after the public installation of Bishop Peter Li Huiyuan (inset pic) of 
Fengxiang Diocese on June 22 in front of St Joseph's Cathedral, where the ceremony took place. (UCA News photo)

MANILA: A senior government 
official has accused a Benedictine 
sister of being a “long-time ally of a 
communist terrorist organisation” af-
ter condemning the libel conviction 
of top journalist Maria Ressa and 
news writer Reynaldo Santos, Jr.

Sr Mary John Mananzan called 
Ressa’s conviction an attack on press 
freedom in a recent social media 
post.

Much of her criticism was aimed 
at the judge in the case, Rainelda 
Estacio Montesa, who she said stud-
ied at St Scholastica, a Benedictine 
school.

Sr Mananzan said she was sad-
dened that the judge did not show the 
values of a “scholastican” education.

“Whatever successes you [Judge 
Montesa] may have attained, I am 

afraid you are a failure as a scholas-
tican. Some consolation is that Ma-
ria Ressa is also a scholastican,” Sr 
Mananzan added.

Presidential communications 
undersecretary Lorraine Badoy re-
sponded to the nun’s post by linking 
her with the Communist Party of the 
Philippines.

“I am not intolerant of MJ’s [Mary 
John’s] views. If she thinks Maria 
Ressa is the best thing since sliced 
bread, what do I care? We are a de-
mocracy after all. Not communist 
like others strive for us to be,” she 
said on social media.

Sr Mananzan was founder and 
chairperson of the leftist Gabriela 
Women’s Party for 18 years. The 
group was founded in 1984 to ad-
vocate for women’s issues and later 

became one of the biggest groups to 
fight the Marcos regime.

Undersecretary Badoy also said 

Mananzan’s close ties to a “com-
munist terrorist group” had made her 
sound hateful and divisive, as com-
munists are.

“Why is Mary John Mananzan 
so closely allied to a group that has 
brought this country so much grief 
and destruction and that has, as its 
main goal, the overthrow of the gov-
ernment?” she said.

The official’s post drew demands 
for a public apology from women’s 
and human rights groups.

“Sr Mananzan is only the latest 
on a long list of activists and Du-
terte critics red-tagged by Badoy 
and the agencies she works with. 
We demand a public apology from 
Badoy, retracting and correcting her 
condemnable Facebook post,” said 
the lay group Movement Against 

Tyranny in a statement.
The group also said the undersec-

retary had gone too far in red-tagging 
and accusing one of the pillars of 
Philippine activism.

“Such wild and baseless accusa-
tions coming from an undersecretary 
and official not only defames Sister 
Mary John’s person and reputation 
but puts her life and liberty in peril,” 
the group added.

Presidential spokesperson Harry 
Roque said Badoy’s comments fell 
within the realm of freedom of ex-
pression.

“That was her personal view. We 
are in a democracy ... Freedom of 
expression is guaranteed under the 
Bill of Rights,” he told reporters. — 
By Joseph Peter Calleja, ucanews.
com

Philippine official brands Catholic nun a ‘terrorist’

China installs another Vatican 
loyalist bishop
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In the high Himalayan ridges, 
India and China have come face to 
face for the umpteenth time at their 
border, which is neither delineated 
on a map nor demarcated on the 
ground.

As tension continues between  the 
nations with two of the world’s larg-
est armies, peace is threatened for 
millions in the region, not just their 
citizens who together form 2.7 bil-
lion or one third of the world’s popu-
lation.

Meandering rivers, vast lakes, vo-
luminous snowcaps and deep valleys 
make the Himalayan terrain prone to 
shifting. Technologically advanced 
communist China has outfoxed 
democratic India in the fortification 
of the poorly demarcated 3,440-kilo-
metre border, called the Line of Ac-
tual Control by both countries.

Border patrols often bump into 
each other, as happened on June 15 
in the upper reaches of the Himala-
yas in the Ladakh region of Kashmir.

Since the use of firearms is banned 
under a 1996 treaty, the latest clash 
involved brutal hand-to-hand com-
bat with crude weapons including 
hammers, rocks and sticks embed-

ded with nails. The battle left 20 
Indian soldiers dead and 80 injured. 
China did not admit any deaths but 
said it had casualties in the bloody 
fight. Lives were lost on the border 
for the first time in 45 years.

Political leaders in New Delhi 
and Beijing warned each other for 
making exaggerated and untenable 
claims. Hawks in India brayed for 
retaliation and belligerent Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi said: 
“Their [soldiers’] sacrifices won’t 
go to waste.”

Thousands of Indian troops were 
moved to the front lines in the po-
rous mountain ranges in the Ladakh 
region, which is directly under the 
control of the federal government.

Anti-China jingoism in India was 
fueled by electronic and social me-
dia. Half-baked truths and slogans 
were heard such as “teach them a 
lesson,” “ban Chinese goods” and 
“2020 is not 1962.”

India’s Ministry of External Af-
fairs said the violent clash “hap-
pened as a result of an attempt by the 
Chinese side to unilaterally change 
the status quo there [Ladakh].”

US President Donald Trump re-

iterated his earlier offer to mediate 
in the conflict, which has enormous 
geopolitical consequences and in-
volves the two most populous na-
tions on earth.

However, on June 19, a mellow-
er Modi told an all-party meeting: 
“Neither has anyone intruded into 
our frontier there, nor is any intruder 
there, nor are any of our posts occu-
pied by someone else.”

Modi mentioned neither President 
Xi Jinping nor China, whose econo-
my is five times bigger than India’s 
and whose roughly 320 nuclear war-
heads are more than double India’s 
150, according to defence experts.

Top-level ministers and the mili-
tary brass were engaged in talks for 
a peaceful solution. Backroom di-
plomacy was pressed into service as 
both countries feared a fully fledged 
war while also facing the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The two countries have fought 
only one war so far, in 1962, with 
India suffering a humiliating defeat. 
However, both China and India have 
become nuclear powers since their 
previous conflict. 

By all conventional war norms, 

China outmuscles India. Beijing’s 
defence budget surpasses New Delhi 
by four to one, according to experts.

India’s exports to China were a 
mere US$16.7 billion during the 
2018-19 period, while imports were 
$70.3 billion, leaving a trade deficit 
of $53.6 billion.

To offset this imbalance in power, 
India has been nestling into the US 
military camp in recent years, with 
Washington calling New Delhi a 
“major defense partner.”

India has joint military exercises 
with the US, Japan, France and 
Australia. China’s joint military en-
deavours, on the other hand, remain 
comparatively limited in scope with 
the notable exception of Pakistan 
and Russia.

Nevertheless, India has never tried 
to antagonise China, and PM Modi 
has met President Xi twice infor-
mally without any aides in the cozy 
atmosphere of Chennai and Wuhan 
since a 2017 flare-up in Sikkim on 
the edge of the tiny Himalayan king-
dom of Bhutan.

Stone throwing and fist fights be-
tween the two militaries take place 
along difficult terrain from Aksai 

Chin in Ladakh to the northern In-
dian state of Sikkim due to the desire 
to build border infrastructure.

The border dispute goes beyond 
the Ladakh region. China claims 
about 90,000 square kilometers of 
territory in India’s northeast. New 
Delhi also claims Beijing occupies 
38,000 sq km of its territory on the 
Aksai Chin plateau. 

Of late, China has made huge in-
vestment in the region with the big-
ticket $60 billion China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor and an ambi-
tious Belt and Road Initiative project 
near Karakoram Pass on the Indian 
side of the Himalayas.

Technology helped the Chinese 
to move to the inaccessible border 
regions first and erect a well-oiled 
border infrastructure, which started 
in the 1990s. India was a late starter.

China side sees Indian efforts to 
erect sophisticated border infrastruc-
ture as muscle flexing, affecting the 
status quo.

The uneasy peace between the 
neighbours will not last until a de-
marcated map is put on paper and 
agreed. — By Joseph Benny, 
ucanews.com

Uneasy peace after India-China border clash

Sr Mary John Mananzan has been 
accused of being a communist 
supporter. (Photo: Angie de Silva)



Pope adds ‘Comfort of  Migrants’, 
other Marian titles to litany

International Widow’s Day: 
Chinese authorities try to force 
widow to renounce her faith

Jesuit astronomer becomes 11th to have an asteroid named in his honour

VATICAN: Among the many ti-
tles under which Catholics invoke 
Mary, Pope Francis has asked 
them to add “Mother of Mercy”, 
“Mother of Hope” and “Comfort 
of Migrants”.

Cardinal Robert Sarah, prefect 
of the Congregation for Divine 
Worship and the Sacraments, sent 
a letter to the presidents of bishops' 
conferences around the world ask-
ing that the titles be inserted into 
the “Litany of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary”, more commonly known as 
the “Litany of Loreto”.

The litany, which begins by in-
voking God’s mercy, then turns to 
Mary, asking for her prayers.

JIANXI, China: A Catholic widow 
in Fuzhou city, Jiangxi province, 
Eastern China, has had her pension 
revoked because she refused to re-
nounce her faith.

According to a report in Bitter 
Winter, the elderly woman had been 
receiving a small subsidy since her 
husband died in 2018. At the end of 
2019, local officials threatened that 
her subsidy would be stopped un-
less she removed images of Jesus 
from her home. “Because the Com-
munist Party feeds you, you must 
only believe in it, not God,” they told 
her. When she refused to remove the 
images of Jesus, they cancelled her 
subsidy. “It has become difficult to 
maintain belief in God because of re-
ligious persecution,” she said.

Reggie Littlejohn, founder and 
president of Women’s Rights With-
out Frontiers, said: “It is a heartbreak 
and an outrage that widows and other 
elderly are forced to renounce their 
faith in order to receive stipends. For 
many, they may need these funds to 
survive. It a pathetic act of cowardice 
to force desperate widows to choose 
between their survival and their God. 
This widow, who refused to renounce 
her faith potentially in the face of ab-
ject poverty, is heroic.

“This form of religious persecu-
tion,” Littlejohn continued, “is on the 

rise in the area of China where we 
have our Save a Widow Campaign. 
I was just informed that in our area, 
a government official has instructed 
our widows to stay home on Sun-
days and not to go to church. He also 
ridiculed Jesus, saying, ‘The Chinese 
government gives you 160 RMB 
(about $23). How much money does 
Jesus Christ give you?’

“Fortunately for the widows in 
our area, they have a ready answer,” 
Littlejohn added. “Our fieldworkers 
bring love and compassion to wid-
ows, along with practical help: a $25 
monthly stipend that makes a huge 
difference in their lives, providing 
food and warmth. Our fieldwork-
ers encourage these widows in their 
faith, and many have found new hope 
that there is a God who loves them.”

China also has a skyrocketing rate 
of senior suicide. The One Child 
Policy has destroyed the family 
structure in China. In the past, the 
Chinese enjoyed large families and 
it was not a burden for children and 
grandchildren to support the elderly. 
Now many elderly are completely 
abandoned and destitute, especially 
elderly widows. And the sad solution 
for many is to end their lives. “We 
are extending a lifeline to abandoned 
widows, who are eternally grateful 
for the help,” Littlejohn said. — ICN

CLEVELAND: One more Jesuit has 
had an asteroid named for him.

Fr Chris Corbally, pic, a stellar as-
tronomer at the Vatican Observatory, 
has had his name attached to a rocky 
body in the asteroid belt that orbits the 
sun in slightly less than four years.

The honour was a surprise, Fr Cor-
bally said.

“I’m not a kind of an asteroid guy” 
like some of his colleagues at the ob-
servatory, he said. “For me it came as 
a complete surprise. That’s why it’s 
kind of nice.”

The particular asteroid, designated 
119248 Corbally, is about a mile 
across. It was discovered on Sept. 

10, 2001, by Roy Tucker, a recently 
retired senior engineer from the Im-
aging Technology Laboratory at the 
University of Arizona.

Tucker has worked extensively 
with Vatican astronomers. His work 
included building and maintaining the 
charge-coupled device cameras used 
for digital imaging of celestial objects 
at the Vatican Advanced Technology 
Laboratory as well as on telescopes 
used by Fr Corbally at the University 
of Arizona’s Steward Observatory.

Naming an asteroid requires ap-
proval from a committee of the Inter-
national Astronomical Union. Once 
named, a short citation about the per-

son being honored is published in a 
circular from the IAU’s Minor Planet 
Center.

Asteroids are small rocky bod-
ies that orbit the sun. Thousands of 
them are located in the asteroid belt 

between the orbits of Mars and Jupi-
ter. But some have orbits that bring 
them into other locations in the solar 
system.

Born in London, Fr Corbally, 74, 
has been on the Vatican Observatory 
staff since 1983. He joined the obser-
vatory after completing a doctorate 
degree in astronomy from the Univer-
sity of Toronto. He was vice director 
of the Vatican Observatory Research 
Group until 2012.

Fr Corbally has a wide range of re-
search interests. They have spanned 
multiple star systems, stellar spectral 
classification, activity in solar-type 
stars, galactic structure and star for-

mation regions and telescope tech-
nology.

“I’m very much a star man. But re-
alising that stars are in our galaxy, I'm 
also interested in galactic structure 
and history of star populations in our 
galaxy. My way of probing all this is 
through the individual stars,” he said.

The Jesuit’s current research fo-
cuses on the characteristics of human 
sentience in the context of evolution.

Research by the Vatican Observa-
tory has turned up at least 10 asteroids 
named for Jesuits, including St Igna-
tius of Loyola, founder of the Society 
of Jesus. — By Dennis Sadowski, 
CNS

A file photo shows girls carrying a statue of Our Lady of Guadalupe through 
a tent camp in Matamoros, Mexico. Pope Francis has asked Catholics to add 
“Comfort of Migrants” and two other titles for Mary to the popular “Litany of 
Loreto.” (CNS photo/David Agren)
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NEW YORK: Maryknoll Fr Robert 
Astorino, founder of UCA News and 
executive director of the agency for 
30 years, died on June 25 at a hos-
pital near the mission society’s head-
quarters in New York. He was 77 
years old.

Following his ordination in 1970, 
Astorino went to Hong Kong in 
1971 and after language studies 
was part of a Maryknoll team which 
researched the situation of youth, 
many of them children of refugees 
from mainland China, in the Kwun 
Tong area of Kowloon.

In 1974, he became involved in the 
social communications apostolate in 
Hong Kong and throughout Asia. 
He helped launch the Hong Kong 
Catholic Social Communications 
Office and was its assistant director 
for several years. He served in vari-
ous positions in the Asia branches of 
several international Catholic media 
organizations, including the East 
Asia Catholic Press Association. He 
also taught journalistic writing at The 
Chinese University of Hong Kong, 
1975-1977.

He helped in the setting-up of 
HERALD  - The Catholic Weekly of 
Malaysia in 1994.

Jesuit Fr Michael Kelly, who suc-
ceeded Astorino as executive direc-
tor of UCA News, said: “Bob was 
especially alive to the needs of the 
emerging Churches in Asia in the 
1970s and ‘80s.”

Kelly continued: “The Catholic 

Church in Asia had grown and devel-
oped to a new stage and both nation-
al and regional bishops’ conferences 
and international agencies were 
sprouting up as the first fruits of the 
post-Vatican II renewal of previously 
mostly colonially-founded and based 
Catholic communities in Asia.”

Astorino, who had earned gradu-
ate degrees in sociology from Ford-
ham University and in journalism 
from Columbia University, both in 
New York City, saw that the Church-
es of Asia needed a means of com-
municating their experiences and 
missions with one another without 
passing through Western filters.

After conducting a feasibility 
study on church information needs 
in Asia, he launched UCA News in 
1979 to provide news of and for the 

Catholic Church in Asia.
Kelly added: “Bob married me-

dia professionalism to a passion for 
the Church in Asia to develop its 
outstanding news media channel,” 
eventually establishing 14 news bu-
reaus to cover 22 countries.

In the course of shepherding the 
agency, Astorino devoted his major 
energies to developing professional-
ism among Catholic journalists in 
Asia. He travelled throughout the 
continent to conduct training semi-
nars to develop the quality of news 
reporting, feature writing and ana-
lytic assessments provided by UCAN 
reporters and commentators. Many 
of those he trained not only contin-
ued to work in Catholic journalism 
but also went on to develop careers 
in secular journalism.

Astorino’s work on behalf of 
Catholic journalism drew recogni-
tion from various sources. He was 
appointed a member of the Vatican’s 
Pontifical Council for Social Com-
munications. In 1998, the Catho-
lic Press Association in the United 
States recognised Astorino with the 
Bishop John England Award hon-
ouring “publishers who used the 
Catholic press to defend the rights 
of religion and individuals in a free 
society.”

Robert F. X. Astorino was born in 
New York City on May 27, 1943, 
and was educated in Catholic schools 
there before entering Maryknoll as a 
seminarian. — ucanews.com

UCA News founder Robert Astorino dies

Maryknoll Fr Robert Astorino 
launched UCA News in 1979. (UCA 
News photo)

The Litany of Loreto traces its ori-
gins back to the 16th century and al-
ready had close to 50 titles for Mary, 
with verses like “Holy Mother of 
God, pray for us” and “Queen of All 
Saints, pray for us.”

Cardinal Sarah’s letter, released 
June 20 by the Vatican, said, “The 
Church, which walks along the path-
ways of history as a pilgrim toward 
the heavenly Jerusalem and enjoys 
inseparable communion with Christ 
her spouse and saviour, entrusts itself 
to the intercession of Mary, who be-
lieved in the word of the Lord”.

“We know from the Gospel that 
the disciples of Jesus had, in fact, 
learned from the very beginning to 

praise her as ‘blessed amongst wom-
en’ and to count on her maternal in-
tercession,” he said.

The titles for referring to, and 
seeking assistance from Mary, are 
“innumerable,” the cardinal said, but 
the Pope wanted formally to recog-
nise more of them.

“Mother of Mercy”, he said, 
should follow “Mother of the 
Church” in the litany, then comes 
“Mother of Divine Grace” and the 
insertion of “Mother of Hope”.

Further down, after invoking Mary 
as “Health of the Sick” and as “Ref-
uge of Sinners”, he said, Catholics 
should add “Comfort of Migrants”. 
— CNS



UNICEF: Future of 600 million children 
in South Asia at risk due to pandemic

Cross and graves vandalised at 
Catholic university cemetery

VATICAN: The UN Children’s 
Agency, UNICEF warned that the 
Coronavirus pandemic is “unravel-
ling decades of health, education and 
other advances for children across 
South Asia”.

In a new report issued on June 23, 
the agency said that “governments 
must take urgent action to prevent 
millions of families from slipping 
back into poverty.”

The findings of the report entitled, 
Lives Upended show that the “side 
effects of the pandemic are having 
severe consequences for the region’s 
600 million children.”

According to the document, “im-
munisation, nutrition and other vital 
health services have been severely 
disrupted, potentially threatening the 
lives of up to 459,000 children and 
mothers over the next six months.”

The report’s author, Simon Ingram 
said that although it has been appar-
ent for some time that the scale of the 
pandemic was having a devastating 
effect on a number of vital services af-
fecting children, “what came as much 
more of a surprise was the speed with 
which the economic meltdown in the 
region, brought on by COVID-19, 
had on families.”

He noted that very rapidly follow-

ing the outbreak, families were un-
able to feed themselves, and in many 
cases could not afford medical care 
for their children.

The true extent of the situation is 
now becoming apparent with the 
very real risk that “another 120 mil-
lion children may/will be pushed into 
poverty over the coming months”, he 
said.

Food insecurity is on the rise, ac-
cording to the report, especially in 
countries such as Bangladesh, where 
some of the poorest families are un-
able to afford three meals a day.

However, Ingram underlined that 
for countries in South Asia this dra-
matic situation, “is really across the 
boards.” He pointed to Afghanistan, 
which already has pre-existing prob-

lems such as malnutrition and an on-
going conflict. But he also said the 
Maldives, which has made signifi-
cant progress in recent years in terms 
of education and health, is now feel-
ing the effects of the pandemic, most 
notably in the area of tourism.

From an education perspective, 
more than 430 million children have 
had to rely on remote learning due to 
the pandemic. UNICEF underlined 
that “many households– especially 
in rural areas – have no electricity, let 
alone internet access.”

The report’s author described the 
impact of the pandemic on education 
as both “horrific and terrible”. He also 
said UNICEF is calling on schools 
to be re-opened for children to con-
tinue learning, provided they can be 

opened safely. “While we understand 
that governments have had to take 
very difficult decisions, especially in 
the beginning in order to protect their 
populations against the pandemic, 
the evidence has  not been sufficient 
in our view to justify the continuing 
closure of schools.”

Another concern, the children’s 
agency pointed out, is an increase in 
violence, abuse and neglect of chil-
dren living amid restricted freedom 
of movement and socio-economic 
decline.

During the outbreak, Ingram noted, 
UNICEF saw a “spike in the num-
ber of calls from children who said 
they were the victims of abuse and 
violence because they were locked 
down at home; locked down essen-
tially with their abusers.” He also 
stressed that health and socials work-
ers, due to a lack of Personal Protec-
tive Equipment (PPE) were finding it 
difficult to look into cases of children 
reporting abuse.

According to the findings, “in re-
cent years rising levels of prosperity 
produced significant health, educa-
tion and other advances for children 
in South Asia”. The document also 
shows that  “improvements in infant 
and maternal mortality were matched 

by declines in the number of out-of-
school children and in child mar-
riages.”

But due to the economic melt-
down triggered by the Coronavirus, 
families across the region are suffer-
ing.  As in many countries around 
the world, unemployment has risen, 
wages have been cut and tourism has 
been greatly affected.

In light of this, Ingram said that 
“right across the board, there’s  a very 
real danger that more than 600 mil-
lion children in South Asia will see 
their life prospects diminished sadly 
over the coming months unless ur-
gent action is taken.”

In order to mitigate the impact 
on poorer families, the report says, 
“Governments should immediately 
direct more resources towards social 
protection schemes, including emer-
gency universal child benefits and 
school feeding programmes.”

Ingram expressed the hope that 
“the flip side” of this report, will be 
a call to action in the region to un-
dertake these essential steps, that will 
give the poorest families and the most 
vulnerable children in the region pro-
tection against the worst effects of the 
pandemic. — By Lydia O’Kane, 
Vatican News

RHODE ISLAND: A man has been 
arrested and charged with vandal-
ism and assault after  swastikas were 
painted on the graves of several Do-
minican friars and a security guard 
was assaulted at a Catholic college on 
June 22 evening. 

A statement from Fr Brian J. Shan-
ley, O.P., and Fr Kenneth Sicard, O.P., 
the president and president-elect of 
Providence College, Rhode Island, 
said that around 9.30pm on Monday, 
public safety officers were alerted to 
the presence of a “suspicious man” at 
the on-campus cemetery. The cem-
etery contains the gravesites of de-
ceased Dominican friars who taught 
at the school. 

“Officers approached the individual 
to ask what he was doing and to con-
firm the vandalism when they noticed 
the suspect had painted swastikas and 
anti-Catholic language on the cem-
etery’s central cross and on several 
of the headstones, and was actively 
burning American flags that stood at 
some of the gravesites,” said the state-
ment from Shanley and Sicard. 

In total, seven headstones were de-
faced, along with the central cross in 
the cemetery. 

The man proceeded to hit the secu-
rity officer in the head and run away. 
He was later discovered hiding in 
bushes on campus, where he was sub-
sequently arrested. 

The paint was removed by June 23 
afternoon.

“We loudly and unequivocally con-
demn this racist, anti-Semitic, and 
anti-Catholic action, and the desecra-

tion of the gravestones of our belov-
ed, deceased Dominicans who served 
Providence College so well and so 
faithfully for many years,” said the 
statement.

“In addition, we condemn this ac-
tion in support and solidarity with the 
Jewish members of our community, 
many of whom enjoyed the friend-
ship of those late Dominican friars. 
PC has a long and proud history of 
collaboration with the Jewish com-
munity in Rhode Island,” they added.

Providence College is home to 
the Jewish-Catholic Theological Ex-
change, and regularly hosts events 
aimed at interreligious dialogue and 
friendship. 

“Our community embraces love 
and mutual respect for all people; 
there is no place for hatred on our 
campus,” said Shanley and Sicard.

Providence Police Department 
identified the man on Tuesday 
as 26-year-old Keveon Gomera. 
Gomera was charged with vandalism 
and assault with intent to commit a 
felony. 

A man who believes he encoun-
tered Gomera before the assault 
told local NBC affiliate WJAR that 
Gomera was carrying a bucket of 
paint and accused Providence Col-
lege of “being part of the slave planta-
tions” and said he was going to light 
an American flag on fire. 

Providence College was founded in 
1917, several decades after the Eman-
cipation Proclamation, and nearly a 
century after the abolition of slavery 
in Rhode Island. — CNA

The coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak in Mumbai. (Vatican News) 
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BREDA, Netherlands: The mayor 
of a Dutch town has condemned 
vandals who defaced an image 
of Our Lady of Częstochowa and 
daubed the letters “BLM” beneath 
it.

Paul Depla, the mayor of Breda, 
a city in the southern Netherlands, 
said the incident was “particularly 
sad for the Polish community, for 
which the monument is of great val-
ue,” the Dutch regional newspaper 
BN DeStem reported June 22.

The image of Our Lady, which is 
revered by Poles and also known as 
the Black Madonna, was erected in 
a park in Breda in 1954 in thanks-
giving for the city’s liberation from 
the Nazis. 

The Polish 1st Armored Division, 
commanded by General Stanisław 
Maczek, freed the city on October 
29, 1944. After the war, 40,000 in-
habitants of Breda signed a petition 
to award Maczek honorary Dutch 
citizenship. When Maczek died in 
1994, he was buried alongside his 
fallen soldiers at a cemetery in the 
city.

The organizers of a recent protest 
for racial justice in the city also de-
plored the vandalism. 

Spokesman Patrick van Lunteren 
told BN DeStem that the organisers 
did not know who had carried out 
the act.

He said: “This hurts the Polish 
community and that is not the inten-
tion [of the demonstration]. People 
are now open to dialogue, but with 

these kinds of actions you lose sym-
pathy.”

BN DeStem also reported com-
ments by Frans Ruczynski, a former 
chairman of the General Maczek 
Museum, which commemorates the 
city’s liberators.

“This is very insulting to the Pol-
ish community,” the newspaper 
quoted him as saying.

“Polish people are very religious. 
Every Sunday they go to church, 
with hundreds in Breda. Why 
would you want to hurt them? We 
don’t know if it comes from the left 
or right corner. But when it comes 
to Black Lives Matter, I don’t un-
derstand it. The Black Madonna 
has nothing to do with oppression 
at all.”

The original image of the Black 
Madonna is housed at the Jasna 
Góra Monastery in Częstochowa, 
Poland's most popular place of pil-
grimage. 

The authorities in Breda prom-
ised to remove the graffiti swiftly, 
but said initially that it would be dif-
ficult as the Marian image is made 
of mosaic tiles.

“This will involve specialist work 
for which the first steps will be tak-
en tomorrow morning by the clean-
ing department of the municipality 
of Breda,” a spokesperson for the 
municipality told BN DeStem June 
22.

The newspaper reported June 23 
that the municipality had removed 
the graffiti successfully. — CNA

Vandals deface image of Poland’s 
Black Madonna in Dutch city

The Poolse Maria Kapel (Polish Mary Chapel) in Breda, the Netherlands. 
Credit: Uwe Aranas/Shutterstock
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If there’s something positive to have emerged from these 
many months of pandemic, it’s the constructive thinking 

going on about what it might mean for the Catholic Church. 
There’s a kind of collective and individual self-examination 
underway, perhaps exemplified best by Czech theologian 
Tomáš Halík, who is a psychotherapist by training. As he put 
it in one of the most perceptive articles published recently on 
the topic: “Our time of civilisational change calls for a new 
theology of contemporary history and a new understanding of 
the Church.”

Worldwide, the pandemic has revealed examples and wit-
nesses of holiness, of living the Gospel, often in straight-
forward but “anonymously Christian” ways. The virus has 
masked us and at the same time it has unmasked hypocrisies 
that are deeply ingrained in contemporary forms of militant 
Catholicism, such as the absolutist pro-life and religious liberty 
stances and the rhetoric that ignore the fact that protecting the 
health and life of others outweighs your own proclaimed indif-
ference to the risks to your health and life.

The crisis has also dispelled the illusion that the Church can 
be a space exempt from what happens outside of it. We can 
see this in the profound disorientation the institutional Church 
seemed to experience in contending with measures made nec-
essary by widespread infection. Forced to operate within the 
restricted spaces defined by health-protection guidelines, it 
seemed unable to respond with anything more than what read 
like pre-written answers to pre-written questions. 

But in these last few months we’ve also witnessed, once 
again, the arrogance of power, the recurrence of internecine 
conflicts, and the persistence of particular ecclesial interests. 
Any ecclesial reform? The fact is that the pandemic has ex-
acerbated the typically Catholic ecclesial distancing between 
clergy and laity, and helped the institutional Church reinforce 
its centrality. 

All its energies have been spent in keeping the existing sys-
tem going, especially in terms of liturgy and Church govern-
ance. Even granting some exceptions, the clergy remain in 
charge of liturgy, and from the Pope on down they have shown 
limited creativity in inserting something into the symbolic 
discourse. For example, it would have been a sign if, at least 
on one weekday, the Pope had celebrated in Santa Marta, not 
Mass, but a liturgy of the Word. 

The Eucharistic fast would then have united the whole body 
of Christ. But it’s not just clerical control of the liturgy. The 
Catholic laity have been dispersed and almost voiceless, ex-
cept in their invisible domestic liturgies and private spiritual 
expressions. 

Even if “the life” of the Church as an institution has been 
suspended by the pandemic, the institution itself remains a per-
vasive presence. But those who, during the pandemic had to 
care for the spiritual needs of the elderly and the sick, or for 
small children are probably a little less confident about their 
ability to do just fine without the institutional Church. 

It was probably wishful thinking to view this crisis as an op-
portunity to reimagine the liturgy in a progressive way, or to do 
away with clericalism in favour of community-centred reform. 

Of course, the pandemic also casts a light on what the pon-
tificate of Francis means: the transition to a spiritual and theo-
logical hermeneutic of incarnate reality as it is and as there is. 
Given the necessity and urgency of this transition, the institu-
tional problem of the Catholic Church only gets more serious. 

There is no question that the Church must begin again from 
the kerygma and go forth in the heart of our world. 
— By Massimo Faggioli, LCI (https://international.la-croix.
com)

Massimo Faggioli, is professor of theology and religious 
studies at Villanova University. 

COVID-19 and the 
Clerical Church

The coronavirus pandemic has dra-
matically changed the way Ameri-

cans live, both individually and col-
lectively. But has it altered the way we 
think about the basic fabric of our lives? 
Not yet. I think it should, though — es-
pecially in ways that strengthen the vi-
sion of interconnected creation outlined 
by Pope Francis in Laudato Si’.

Influenced by literal readings of 
Scripture as well as an implicitly Carte-
sian picture of the world, many Ameri-
cans operate with three sets of sharp 
distinctions: 1) between living and non-
living beings; 2) between different types 
of living beings, arranged in a rigid hi-
erarchy; and 3) between inert matter and 
vibrant mind or soul. But if we start to 
consider how viruses operate, all three 
sets of distinctions begin to dissolve, 
and interconnections take centre stage.

What is a virus? It’s an aggressive 
snippet of DNA (or RNA in the case of 
retroviruses). Many viruses operate by 
fusing themselves with the outer mem-
brane of the target cell, and then work-
ing their way toward the nucleus. Once 
there, they take over the cell’s genetic 
mechanisms, reprogramming the cell 
to make more virions (single particles 
of the virus) rather than fulfilling its 
normal functions. Eventually, the vi-
rions overwhelm and rupture the host 
cell. Newly liberated, the virions go on 
to seek other cells to infiltrate, moving 
from cell to cell and from organism to 
organism.

Does that mean a virus is alive? That’s 
a difficult question. Some scientists say 
no, they are more like chemistry sets. 
Unlike viruses, living beings autono-
mously consume, process, and expend 
energy. Moreover, a virus cannot repro-
duce on its own through a process of 
cell division, in the way a simple amoe-
ba can. But others argue that a virus is 
alive, or at least intermittently alive. It 
may not reproduce itself, but it does 

actively organize its own reproduction. 
Maybe there is a middle ground: in a 
fascinating article in Scientific Ameri-
can (December 2004), Luis P. Villarreal 
argues there is a “spectrum...between 
what is certainly alive and what is not.” 
Villarreal, the founding director of the 
Center for Virus Research at UC Irvine, 
asks us to think of life as “an emergent 
property of a collection of certain non-
living things.”

Many people also assume there are 
rigid boundaries between various forms 
of living beings, whether that assump-
tion comes from the first chapters of 
Genesis or from a simplistic under-
standing of evolution. They think that 
bacteria are one thing, plants another, 
animals a different thing again, and 
people something else entirely. They 
also assume that the development from 
simple to complex life forms is neat and 
linear, so that each more complex be-
ing that emerges includes everything in 
the category below and adds something 
new and bigger, like a set of Russian 
dolls.

But viruses show us that the devel-
opment of complex life forms is itself 
staggeringly complex and even messy. 
Villarreal notes that between 113 and 
223 genes present in both the genetic 
makeup of bacteria and human beings 
are absent in intermediate forms of life, 
like yeast. He suspects that those genes 
did not disappear and then re-evolve, 
but, rather, were somehow inserted into 
both bacteria and human beings by the 
same virus. Evolution’s travelling sales-
men, viruses peddle their genetic wares 
near and far. They create surprising 
links between vastly different types of 
living entities, all of which are connect-
ed by their dependence on the same four 
building blocks that make up the DNA 
of all living things.

Finally, viruses challenge the idea 
that non-living matter is inert and stat-

ic. Viruses may not be alive, but they 
are lively. And really, so is all matter. 
Inertness is an illusion. In the last cen-
tury, we have learned that each atom of 
matter is full of motion and energy, as 
electrons circle the atom’s protons, neu-
trons, and nucleus. Chemical reactions 
occur not only in lab experiments, but 
inside human beings. More broadly, we 
are increasingly aware of how our brain 
and body chemistry affects our minds 
and sense of self. Serotonin influences 
mood and affects wellbeing. Rising and 
falling levels of estrogen and testoster-
one throughout life mark not only our 
physical shape, but also our dispositions 
and judgment. We are thoroughly em-
bodied creatures, not minds trapped in 
inert matter.

When Pope Francis published Laud-
ato Si’ on May 24, 2015, he couldn’t 
have known that five years later we’d 
be living through a pandemic. But that 
fact has only sharpened the encyclical’s 
prophetic call to care for our common 
home, and for each other. Its key theme 
is that “everything in the world is con-
nected,” from the well-being of the poor 
to the flourishing of the planet itself. 
Francis vividly expresses these connec-
tions when he calls the Earth our sister 
and our mother. Unfortunately, many 
people treat these images as mere meta-
phors, or dismiss them as instances of 
poetic license. But they are literally, as 
well as poetically, true, as the nature 
and functions of viruses help us to see. 
Nature is not merely the setting for the 
drama of human existence. Other living 
beings are not merely part of the chorus. 
Even the scenery is not mere backdrop. 
Everything around us has an integral 
part to play in the story of creation. — 
By Cathleen Kaveny, Commonweal

l See Pg11 for Pope Francis’ new 
document on Journeying for the care 
of the common home

Viral biology and 
interconnected 
reality
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Here is Pope Francis, hanging from a rope, cleaning the pollution that rises from factory smokestacks. Where his hand has passed, 
the sun and the birds reappear in a mural that Rome street artist MauPal (Mauro Pallotta) painted for the 2019 papal visit to nearby 
Albano Laziale. (LCI https://international.la-croix.com)



HERALD June 28, 2020 Focus 11

The Vatican released a document on 
Thursday that offers a guide to all 
Christians on our relationship with 

God’s Creation. Entitled: Journeying for the 
care of the common home, the document was 
issued on the fifth anniversary of Pope Fran-
cis’ encyclical Laudato Sí’, which was signed 
on May 24, 2015 and published on 18 June 
that year.

The document was drafted by the Holy See 
Interdicastery Table on Integral Ecology, cre-
ated in 2015 to evaluate ways to best promote 
and implement integral ecology. Institutions 
linked to the Holy See, along with several 
Bishops’ Conferences and Catholic organisa-
tions, make up the committee.

The text was written prior to the COVID-19 
pandemic, but it highlights the main message 
of Laudato Sí’: Everything is connected; each 
particular crisis forms part of a single, com-
plex socio-environmental crisis that requires 
a true ecological conversion.

The first part of the document opens with 
a reminder of the need for ecological conver-
sion.

This involves a change in mentality leading 
us to care for life and Creation, dialogue with 
others, and foster an awareness of the deep 
connection between the world’s problems.

Initiatives such as the ‘Season of Crea-
tion’, it says, should be enhanced, along with 
monastic traditions that teach contemplation, 
prayer, work, and service. These initiatives 
can help educate people about the link be-
tween personal, social, and environmental 
balance.

The document then reaffirms the centrality 

of life and the human person, because “nature 
cannot be defended without the defence of 
every human life.” From this fact derives the 
need to develop the concept of “sin against 
human life” among younger generations, 
which can help contrast the “throwaway cul-
ture” with a “caring culture"”.

The text also places strong emphasis on 
“the family as a protagonist of integral ecol-
ogy.” When grounded in the basic principles 
of “communion and fruitfulness,” the family 
can become “a privileged place for education 
where one learns to respect human beings 

and Creation”. States, therefore, are urged to 
“promote smart policies for family develop-
ment”.

Schools are invited to acquire “a new cen-
trality,” in other words, to become a place to 
develop the capacity for discernment, critical 
thinking, and responsible action. The docu-
ment offers two suggestions in this regard: 
(1) to facilitate links between the home, the 
school, and the parish; and (2) to launch 
training projects for “ecological citizenship”, 
which should promote among young people 
“a new model of relationships” that goes be-

yond individualism in favour of solidarity, 
responsibility, and care.

Universities are invited to centre their cur-
ricula on a backbone of integral ecology. 
Through their three-fold mission of teaching, 
research, and service to society, universities 
need to encourage students to engage in “pro-
fessions that facilitate positive environmental 
change.” The document suggests specifically 
that students should “study the theology of 
Creation, which consists in the relationship of 
the human being with the world,” while re-
maining conscious of the fact that caring for 
Creation requires “ongoing education” and a 
true “educational pact” between all institu-
tions involved in education.

The document also reaffirms that “the 
commitment to caring for our common home 
is an integral part of Christian life,” and not 
a secondary option. It states that care for our 
common home is “an excellent area” to build 
ecumenical and interreligious dialogue and 
collaboration. The “wisdom” found in vari-
ous religions, it says, can encourage a “con-
templative and sober” lifestyle that leads to 
“overcoming the deterioration of the Planet.”

The first part of the document concludes 
with a chapter dedicated to communication 
and its “profound analogy” with the care of 
our common home. Both, in fact, are based 
on “communion, relationship, and connec-
tion”.

In the context of an “ecology of the media”, 
the media are urged to highlight the links be-
tween “human destiny and the natural envi-
ronment”, while empowering citizens, and 
combating “fake news”.

Vatican releases document 
on integral ecology

A diver inspects transplanted coral near Dibba Port in Fujairah, United Arab Emirates, June 15, 
2020. The COVID-19 pandemic and ongoing global crises indicate that Pope Francis’ encyclical 
on caring for creation urgently needs to be implemented worldwide, a panel of church leaders said 
at a June 18, 2020, Vatican news conference. (CNS photo/Christopher Pike, Reuters)

The last chapter of the text is dedicated to 
the commitment of Vatican City State.

There are four operational areas in which 
the implications of Laudato Sí’ are applied 
are: 

(1) environmental protection (eg sorted 
waste collection already established in all 
Vatican offices); 
(2) protection of water resources (eg 
closed circuits for fountain water); 
(3) care for green areas (e.g. progressive 
reduction of harmful phytosanitary prod-
ucts); 
(4) reduced consumption of energy re-
sources (e.g. in 2008, a photovoltaic sys-
tem was installed on the roof of the Nervi 
Hall, and new energy-saving lighting sys-
tems were installed in the Sistine Chapel, 
St Peter’s Square, and the Vatican Ba-
silica, reducing costs by 60, 70, and 80 
percent, respectively).
Archbishop Paul Richard Gallagher, sec-

retary for Relations with States of the Sec-
retariat of State; Bishop Fernando Vérgez 
Alzaga, LC, secretary general of the Gov-
ernorate of Vatican City State; Archbishop 
Angelo Vincenzo Zani, secretary of the 
Congregation for Catholic Education (for 
Educational Institutions); Reverend Mgr 
Bruno Marie Duffé, secretary of the Dicas-
tery for Promoting Integral Human Devel-
opment; Mr Aloysius John, secretary gener-
al of Caritas Internationalis; and Mr Tomás 
Insua, co-founder and executive director 
of the Global Catholic Climate Movement, 
were present at the launch. — Vatican News

The second part of the document focuses 
on integral ecology and integral human 

development. It opens on the subject of food, 
referring to Pope Francis’ words: “whenever 
food is thrown out it is as if it were stolen from 
the table of the poor” (LS, 50). Food waste, 
therefore, is condemned as an act of injustice.

The document calls for the promotion of 
“diversified and sustainable” agriculture, de-
fence of small producers and natural resourc-
es, and the urgent need for healthy food edu-
cation, both in quantity and in quality. There is 
also a strong call to combat phenomena such 
as land grabbing and major agro-industrial 
projects that pollute the environment, as well 
as an appeal to protect biodiversity.

Echoes of this appeal can also be found in 
the chapter devoted to water, access to which 
is “an essential human right”. Here, too, there 
is a call to avoid waste and to go beyond the 
utilitarian criteria that lead to the privatisation 
of this natural good.

There is also an invitation to reduce pollu-
tion, to de-carbonise the energy and economic 
sectors, and to invest in clean and renewable 
energy, making it accessible to all.

The seas and oceans are at the heart of inte-
gral ecology. They are the “blue lungs of the 
planet,” and require governance focused on 
the common good of the entire human family 
and founded on the principle of subsidiarity.

The document also stresses the urgent need 
to promote a “circular economy” that does 
not aim at over-exploitation of productive re-
sources, but at their long-term maintenance, 
so that they can be reused. We must overcome 
the concept of “rejected waste”, it says, be-
cause everything has value. This, however, 
will only be possible through positive inter-
action between technological innovation, 

investment in sustainable infrastructure, and 
growth in resource productivity.

The private sector is called upon to operate 
transparently in the supply chain. The docu-
ment goes on to call for the reform of fossil 
fuel subsidies and the taxation of CO2 emis-
sions.

In the field of labour, the document ex-
presses hopes for the promotion of sustainable 
socio-economic development, so that poverty 
might be eradicated and the marginalised 
might find paths toward socio-professional 
advancement. It also calls for decent work, 
fair wages, efforts to combat child labour, and 
an inclusive economy which promotes the 
value of the family and motherhood, along 
with the prevention and eradication of “new 
forms of slavery”, such as human trafficking.

The document says the world of finance 
needs to play its part by aiming for the “pri-
macy of the common good” and working to 
put an end to poverty. “The COVID-19 pan-
demic shows how elements of the system are 
being questioned, when it reduces welfare, al-
lows speculation even in misfortune, and op-
presses the poorest people.”

The document urges governments to close 
tax havens, sanction financial institutions in-
volved in illegal operations, and bridge the 
gap between those who have access to credit 
and those who do not. It exhorts everyone 
to promote “a style of management of the 
Church’s goods that is inspired by transpar-
ency, coherence, and courage”, based on a 
perspective of integral sustainability.

Within civil institutions, the document 
stresses the “primacy of civil society”, which 
politics, governments, and administrations 
must serve. It calls for the globalisation of 
substantive, social, and participatory democ-

racy, and a long-term vision based on justice, 
morality, and the fight against corruption.

The document says an important aspect 
is the promotion of access to justice for all, 
including the poor, the marginalised, the ex-
cluded. It also encourages governments to 
“rethink prudently” the prison system, in or-
der to promote the rehabilitation of prisoners, 
especially young people serving time for their 
first conviction.

The text then focuses on healthcare sys-
tems, calling it “a question of equity and so-
cial justice.” It reaffirms the importance of the 
right to care. “As ecological networks are de-
graded social networks are also broken down. 
In both cases, it is the poorest who suffer the 
consequences”. The document offers concrete 
suggestions, including an examination of the 
dangers associated with “the rapid spread of 
viral and bacterial epidemics,” and the pro-
motion of palliative care.

Finally, the document examines the issue of 
climate change, saying it has “a profound en-
vironmental, ethical, economic, political, and 
social ‘relevance’” which ”impacts the poor 
above all.” Therefore, we first need “a new 
model of development” that links the fight 
against climate change to the fight against 
poverty, “in tune with the Social Doctrine of 
the Church”.

Recalling that “no one acts alone”, the 
document calls for a commitment to “low 
carbon” sustainable development to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. Proposals made 
in this area include the reforestation of areas 
such as the Amazon rainforest, along with 
support for the international process aimed at 
defining the category of “climate refugee” to 
ensure them “necessary legal and humanitar-
ian protections”.

Second Part — Integral Ecology and Integral Human Development Final Part — 
Commitment of 
Vatican City State



St Eugene de Mazenod, 
the founder of the 
Missionary Oblates of 

Mary Immaculate, the Religious 
Congregation to which I belong, 
left us with these last words as he 
lay dying: “Among yourselves, 
charity, charity, charity”. I don’t 
always live that, though I wish I 
could, especially today.

We are in a bitter time. 
Everywhere there is anger, 
condemnation of others, and 
bitter disagreement; so much so 
that today we are simply unable 
to have a reasonable discussion 
on any sensitive political, moral, 
or doctrinal issue. We demonise 
each other to the point where 
any attempt to actually reason 
with each other (let alone to 
reach agreement or compromise) 
mostly just deepens the hostility. 
If you doubt this, simply watch 
the newscasts any evening, read 
any newspaper, or follow the 
discussion on most moral and 
religious questions.

The first thing that is evident 
is the naked hatred inside our 
energy and how we tend to 
justify it on moral and religious 
grounds. This is our protest: 
we’re fighting for truth, decency, 
justice, God, family, church, right 
dogma, right practice, for Christ 

himself, so our anger and hatred 
are justified. Anger is justified, 
but hatred is an infallible sign 
that we are acting in a manner 
contrary to truth, decency, 
justice, God, family, church, 
right dogma, right practice, and 
Christ.  It would be hard to argue 
that this kind of energy issues 
forth from God’s spirit and does 
not source itself elsewhere.

Looking at Jesus we see that 
all his energies were directed 
towards unity. Jesus never 
preached hatred, as is clear from 
the Sermon on the Mount, as is 
illustrated in his great priestly 
prayer for unity in John’s Gospel, 
and as is evident in his frequent 
warnings to us to be patient with 
each other, to not judge each 
other and to forgive each other.

But one might object: what 
about Jesus’ own (seemingly) 
bitter judgments? What about 
him speaking harshly of others? 
What about him losing his 
temper and using whips to drive 
the money-changers out of the 
temple? Indeed, what about his 
statement: I have come to bring 
fire to this earth?

These statements are 
perennially misinterpreted and 
used falsely to rationalize our 
lack of genuine Christian love. 

When Jesus says that he has come 
to bring fire to this earth and 
wishes it were already blazing, 
the fire he is referring to is not 
the fire of division but the fire of 
love. Jesus made a vow of love, 
not of alienation. His message 
provoked hateful opposition, 
but he did not self-define as a 
cultural or ecclesial warrior. 
He preached and incarnated 
only love, and that sometimes 
sparked its antithesis (it still 
does). He sometimes triggered 
hatred in people, but he never 
hated in return. Instead, he wept 
in empathy, understanding that 
sometimes the message of love 
and inclusivity triggers hatred 
inside of those who for whatever 

reason at that time cannot fully 
bear the word love. The incident 
of him driving the money-
changers out of the temple, 
forever falsely cited to justify our 
anger and judgment of others, 
has a very different emphasis 
and meaning.  His action as 
he cleanses the temple of the 
people who were (legitimately) 
exchanging Jewish currency 
for foreign money in order let 
foreigners buy what they needed 
to offer sacrifice, has to do with 
him clearing away an obstacle 
in the way of universal access 
to God, not with anger at some 
particular people.  

We frequently ignore the 
Gospel.  Factionalism, tribalism, 
racism, economic self-interest, 
historical difference, historical 
privilege and fear perennially 
cause bitter polarisation and 
trigger a hatred that eats away at 
the very fabric of community; and 
that hatred perennially justifies 
itself by appealing to some high 
moral or religious ground. But 
the Gospel never allows for that. 
It never lets us bracket charity 
and it refuses us permission to 
justify our bitterness on moral 
and religious grounds. It calls 
us to a love, an empathy and a 
forgiveness that reach across 

every divide so as to wish good 
and do good precisely to those 
who hate us. And it categorically 
forbids rationalizing hatred in 
its name or in the name of truth, 
justice, or right dogma.

The late Michael J. Buckley, 
looking at the bitter polarisation 
in our churches, suggests that 
nothing justifies our current 
bitterness: “The sad fact stands, 
however, that it is frequently 
no great trick to get religious 
men and women to turn on 
one another in some terrible 
form of condemnation. Wars, 
even personal wars, are terrible 
realities, and the most horrible of 
these are often self-righteously 
religious. For deceived or split 
off under the guise of good, 
under the rubrics of orthodoxy 
or liberality, of community 
or of personal freedom, even 
of holiness itself, factions of 
men and women can slowly 
disintegrate into pettiness or 
cynicism or hostility or bitterness. 
In this way the Christian church 
becomes divided.”

We need to be careful inside 
our cultural and religious wars. 
There is never an excuse for 
lack of fundamental charity. — 
By Fr Ron Rolheiser, all rights 
reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

Our deep failure in charity
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ROME: Using religion to prop up an ex-
aggerated sense of nationalism perverts 
healthy patriotism in its attempts to so-
lidify national identity by excluding some 
members of society, said an essay in an 
influential Jesuit journal.

“In some countries, a form of religious-
cultural nationalism is back in vogue. Re-
ligion is exploited both to obtain popular 
support and to launch a political message 
that is identified with people’s loyalty and 
devotion to a nation,” wrote Jesuit Fr Jo-
seph Lobo of St Joseph’s College in Ban-
galore, India.

Fr Lobo’s essay, Against Religious Na-
tionalism, was published in late June in 
La Civilta Cattolica, a Rome-based Jesuit 
journal reviewed by the Vatican before 
publication.

Because in today’s globalised world, 
he wrote, “there is no geographical entity 
that can be defined as a ‘nation’ that has 
within it a single homogeneous identity” 
— religiously, linguistically or ethnically 
— “radical nationalism is only possible if 
it eliminates diversity.”

Such nationalism was at the centre of 
Nazism in Germany, he said, but inklings 
of it also can be seen in some sectors of 
the United States.

“Even a national sentiment as secular 
in some ways as that of the United States 
has cloaked itself in ‘religious’ guise with 
a kind of divinisation of the founding fa-
thers and a narrative centred on the special 
role and favour given by God to that peo-
ple,” he wrote. “In the period following 
the Second World War, the exaltation of 
the American way of life led to the apothe-
osis of national life, the equivalence of na-
tional values and religion, the divinisation 

of national heroes and the transformation 
of national history into ‘heilsgeschichte’ 
— the history of salvation.”

Conscious of the fact that religions, in-
cluding Christianity, have been used in 
the past to prop up nationalism, Fr Lobo 
called for a “liberating deconstruction of 

nationalism” relying on theology and bib-
lical values.

While the Bible is filled with stories 
about God’s special relationship with the 
Jewish people and their favored status as 
a nation — stories that Christian national-
ists like to adopt — Fr Lobo noted there 

are also explicit criticisms of the way 
some Jewish kings ruled, admonitions to 
treat others justly and repeated references 
to how God also created, loved and cared 
for other peoples as well.

But for Christians, Fr Lobo said, the 
story of the good Samaritan is perhaps 
the clearest expression of how “justice 
and God’s love as they are revealed by 
the Christ event lead to the unequivocal 
denunciation of all oppression and exploi-
tation of any human being in any circum-
stance.”

The impact of the parable on Jesus’ lis-
teners, he said, “comes from the promi-
nence given to a Samaritan instead of to 
a Jew. While criticising the priest and the 
Levite for their nonliberating religiosity, 
the parable could have exalted any poor 
Jew. Why does it exalt a Samaritan in-
stead?”

Jesus’ “new category, that of the ‘neigh-
bour,’ is an antidote to nationalist self-
justification. The neighbour does not 
coincide with the co-religionist and the 
compatriot,” Fr Lobo wrote.

“The love of one’s neighbour is really 
the love of the ‘other’ in contrast to ‘love 
of oneself or one’s fellow’ sustained by 
nationalism,” he said, “because the latter 
is ‘love for me’ — a narcissistic self-love, 
which Christianity cannot condone.”

“The fanaticism of religious-cultural 
nationalism,” Fr Lobo wrote, is not in-
terested in promoting lasting peace and 
well-being for all people, but works to 
keep society “divided between ‘us’ and 
‘them,’” while creating a false hope “in 
a future glorious nation that will replicate 
an imaginary golden past.” — By Cindy 
Wooden, CNS

Beware of ‘radical nationalists’ trying to use Christianity

A stained-glass window at Sacred Heart Church in Freeport, Minn., depicts the good Samaritan. 
Jesuit Father Joseph Lobo said the story of the good Samaritan expresses how justice and God's 
love "lead to the unequivocal denunciation of all oppression and exploitation of any human being 
in any circumstance." (CNS photo/Gene Plaisted, The Crosiers)
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The Directory is directed in the first place 
to Bishops, the first catechists among the 
People of God because of their primary 

responsibility for the transmission of the faith 
(ref. n. 114). Responsibility for catechesis also 
extends to the Bishops’ Conferences with their 
respective Catechetical Commissions, which 
contribute to the elaboration of a hopefully 
national project aimed at supporting the work 
of the individual dioceses in this field (ref. No. 
413). However, those most directly involved in 
the use of the Directory remain the priests, the 
deacons, the consecrated persons, and the mil-
lions of male and female lay catechists who, 
with generosity, hard work, and hope, offer 
daily their ministry in their various communi-
ties. The dedication with which they labour, 
particularly in a time of cultural transition like 
the present, is the tangible sign of how the en-
counter with the Lord can transform a catechist 
into an authentic evangeliser.

Today, what we are presenting is essentially 
the third catechetical Directory since the Sec-
ond Vatican Council. The first of 1971, the 
General Catechetical Directory, and the second 
of 1997, the General Directory for Catechesis, 
have left their mark on these last fifty years in 
the history of catechesis. Not only have these 
texts had a primary role, but they have also been 

instrumental in helping catechesis to progress, 
not least by renewing its methodology and tak-
ing into account pedagogical considerations. 
The need for a new Directory was born of the 
process of inculturation which characterises 
catechesis in a particular way and which, espe-
cially today, demands a special focus.

Today the Church is facing a great challenge 
in the form of digital cultures. Focusing on a 
phenomenon that imposes itself as global re-
quires that those who are responsible for the for-
mation do not prevaricate. In contrast with the 
past, when culture was limited to the geographi-
cal context, digital culture is entwined with the 
ongoing globalisation and even determines its 
development. The instruments created in this 
last decade manifest a radical transformation of 
behaviours that influence above all the forma-
tion of personal identity and interpersonal rela-

tions. The speed of linguistic change, and with 
it, behavioural relations, allows us to glimpse a 
new model of communication and formation 
which inevitably also affects the Church in the 
complex world of education. The various mani-
festations of the Church’s presence in the vast 
world of the Internet is certainly a positive fact, 
but digital culture goes much further. It goes to 
the root of the anthropological question which 
is decisive in every formative context and 
which cannot prescind from truth and freedom. 
The mere posing of this problem requires the 
verification of the adequacy of any formation 
proposal regardless of its provenance. For the 
Church, however, this verification is especially 
necessary in the light of her “competence” over 
humanity and her claim to truth.

This premise is perhaps, by itself, sufficient to 
require a new Directory for Catechesis. It is no 
exaggeration to say that twenty years in the dig-
ital age are like half a century prior to its onset. 
Thus the need to have a Directory that would 
look with profound realism on recent cultural 
developments bearing in mind the requirements 
of catechesis. It is for this reason that the Direc-
tory presents not only the problems inherent in 
digital culture, but also suggestions as to which 
paths to take, so that catechesis becomes a pro-
posal capable of being understood and adequate 

to the requirements of its context.
There is, however, a more theological and ec-

clesial imperative that has required the prepa-
ration of this Directory. The highlighting of 
the synodal dimension cannot make us forget 
the recent Synods in the Church. In 2005, the 
Synod on The Eucharist: Source and Summit of 
the Life and Mission of the Church; in 2008, the 
one on The Word of God in the Life and Mission 
of the Church; in 2015, the one on The Voca-
tion and Mission of the Family in the Church 
and the Contemporary World  and in 2018, the 
Synod on Young People, the Faith, and Voca-
tional Discernment. In all of these gatherings, 
constants emerge which touch closely on the 
theme of evangelisation and catechesis, as can 
be verified from the documents that have fol-
lowed them. More specifically, it is proper to 
highlight two complementary events which 
mark the history of this last decade with regard 
to catechesis: the Synod on The New Evange-
lisation for the Transmission of the Christian 
Faith of 2012, with the consequent Apostolic 
Exhortation Evangelii gaudium of Pope Fran-
cis, and the twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
publication of the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, both of which touch directly the com-
petence of the Pontifical Council for the Promo-
tion of the New Evangelisation.

New Directory for Catechesis released

Evangelisation occupies the primary place in 
the life of the Church and in the everyday 

teaching of Pope Francis. It could not be other-
wise. Evangelisation is the task that the Risen 
Lord has entrusted his Church in order to be, 
in the time of every age, the faithful announce-
ment of his Gospel.

To ignore this premise would be tantamount 
to making the Christian community, one of 
just many meritorious associations, strong in 
its two thousand years of history, but not the 
Church of Christ. The perspective of Pope 
Francis, among other things, stands in strong 
continuity with the teaching of Saint Paul VI 
in Evangelii nuntiandi of 1975. Both do noth-
ing but refer to the wealth arising from Vatican 
II, which, as regards catechesis, found its focal 
point in the Catechesi tradendae (1979) of St 
John Paul II.

Catechesis, therefore, must be united inti-
mately with the work of evangelisation and 
cannot be separated from it. It needs to take 
on the very characteristics of evangelisation, 
without falling into the temptation to be-
come a substitute for it or to want to impose 
its pedagogical premises on evangelisation. 
In this relationship, the primacy belongs to 
evangelisation, not to catechesis. This allows 
us to understand why, in the light of Evangelii 
gaudium, this Directory distinguishes itself in 
its support of a “kerygmatic catechesis”.

The heart of catechesis is the announcement 
of the person of Jesus Christ, who surpasses 

the limits of space and time to present himself 
to each generation as the good news offered to 
reach the meaning of life. In this perspective, a 
fundamental characteristic emerges which cat-
echesis must make its own: mercy. The keryg-
ma is an announcement of the Father’s mercy 
directed at the sinner who is no longer consid-
ered to be an excluded person but becomes a 
privileged guest at the banquet of salvation, 
which consists in the forgiveness of sins. If we 
wish, it is in this context that the experience of 
the catechumenate acquires force as experience 
of the forgiveness offered and of the new life of 
communion with God which ensues.

The centrality of the kerygma, however, 
must be received in a non-temporal qualitative 
sense. It requires, in fact, that it be present in all 
phases of catechesis and in every catechesis. It 
is the ‘first announcement’ that is always made 
because Christ is the one thing necessary. Faith 
is not something obvious to be called upon in 
moments of need, but an act of freedom that 
engages all of life. The Directory therefore 
makes its own the centrality of the kerygma ex-
pressed always in a Trinitarian sense as a com-
mitment of the entire Church. Catechesis as 
expressed by the Directory is characterised by 
this dimension and its repercussions in people’s 
lives. In this vision, the whole of catechesis ac-
quires a particular value that is expressed in the 
constant deepening of our understanding the 
gospel message. In short, catechesis is meant 
to lead to the knowledge of that Christian love 

which leads those who have embraced it to be-
come evangelising disciples.

The Directory unfolds by touching on vari-
ous themes, which only refer to the underlying 
objective. A first dimension is mystagogy pre-
sented through two complementary elements: 
a renewed appraisal of the liturgical signs of 
Christian initiation, then, the progressive mat-
uration of the formation process in which the 
entire community is involved. Mystagogy is a 
privileged route to follow, but it is not optional 
in the catechetical journey. Its obligatory nature 
derives from the fact that through it we are in-
serted more and more into the mystery that is 
believed and celebrated. It is the awareness of 
the primacy of the mystery that leads cateche-
sis not to isolate the kerygma from its natural 
context. The proclamation of faith is still an 
announcement of the mystery of God’s love 
that becomes human for our salvation. One’s 
response cannot go beyond accepting the mys-
tery of Christ in itself in order to shed light 
on the mystery of one’s personal experience 
(Gaudium et spes, 22).

Another new feature of the Directory is 
the link between evangelisation and the cat-
echumenate in its various meanings (ref n.62). 
There is urgency in carrying out a “pastoral 
conversion” in order to free catechesis from 
some chokeholds that prevent its effectiveness. 
The first such chokehold can be identified in 
the school model, according to which the cat-
echesis of Christian Initiation is undertaken un-

der a school paradigm. The catechist replaces 
the teacher, the school classroom becomes the 
catechetical room, the school calendar is identi-
cal to the catechetical one, etc. A second one is 
the mentality by which catechesis becomes the 
condition for receiving a particular sacrament 
of initiation, with a consequent void opening 
up once initiation has ended. A third is the ex-
ploitation of a sacrament in the name of pasto-
ral strategy, so that the time frame for confirma-
tion is dictated by the need not to lose the small 
flock of young people remaining in the parish 
rather than by the significance which the sacra-
ment possesses of itself in the economy of the 
Christian life.

Pope Francis has written that 'Proclaiming 
Christ means showing that to believe in and 
to follow him is not only something right and 
true, but also something beautiful, capable of 
filling life with new splendour and profound 
joy, even in the midst of difficulties. Every ex-
pression of true beauty can thus be acknowl-
edged as a path leading to an encounter with 
the Lord Jesus ... So a formation in the via pul-
chritudinis ought to be part of our effort to pass 
on the faith (Evangelii gaudium, 167). An in-
novative approach to catechesis lies in the way 
of beauty, above all by increasing awareness 
of the great heritage in terms of art, literature 
and music, which each local Church possesses. 
This is why the Directory has placed the way 
of beauty as one of the ‘sources’ of catechesis 
(ref. n. 106-109).

Catechesis must be united intimately with the work of evangelisation

A final dimension offered by the Directory 
can be found in its effort to insert us pro-

gressively into the mystery of the faith. This 
characteristic cannot be delegated to a single 
dimension of the faith or of catechesis. Theol-
ogy investigates the revealed mystery with the 
tools of reason. Liturgy celebrates and evokes 
the mystery with sacramental life. Charity rec-
ognises the mystery of the brother or sister who 
holds out their hand. Catechesis, in the same 
way, gradually guides us to accept and live the 
mystery completely in our daily existence. The 
Directory adopts this vision when it asks that 
catechesis be formulated in such a way as to 
maintain the unity of the mystery while articu-
lating the different phases of its expression. The 

mystery when embraced in its profound reality 
requires silence. A true catechesis will never be 
tempted to try to say everything about the mys-
tery of God. On the contrary, its task is to guide 
us to the contemplation of the mystery by mak-
ing of silence its conquest.

The Directory therefore presents kerygmatic 
catechesis not as an abstract theory, but rather 
as an instrument with a strong existential value. 
This catechesis finds its strength in the encoun-
ter that allows one to experience the presence of 
God in the life of each one of us. A God who is 
near, who loves us and who follows the events 
of our history because the Incarnation of the Son 
engages him directly. Catechesis ought to in-
volve everyone, the catechist and the catechised, 

in experiencing this presence and in feeling in-
volved in the work of mercy. In short, this type 
of catechesis allows us to discover that before it 
is a moral proposal, faith is really an encounter 
with a person, and that Christianity is not a re-
ligion of the past, but an event of the present. 
Such an experience promotes the understanding 
of personal freedom as the fruit of the discovery 
of the truth which sets us free (ref. John 8:31).

A catechesis that gives primacy to the keryg-
ma is the opposite of any imposition, even that 
of a body of evidence which cannot be denied. 
The option of faith, in fact, before considering 
the contents to which adhere to through one’s 
assent, is an act of freedom because one discov-
ers that one is loved. In this context, it is good to 

consider carefully what the Directory proposes 
regarding the importance of the act of faith in 
its twofold articulation (ref.n.18). For too long 
catechesis has focused on making the contents 
of the faith known and on the best pedagogical 
methods by which to reach this end, omitting 
the most crucial moment which is the act of de-
ciding for faith and the giving of one’s assent.

We hope that this new Directory for Cateche-
sis will be of real assistance and support for 
the renewal of catechesis in the one process of 
evangelisation that the Church has not tired of 
carrying out in two thousand years, in order that 
the world may come to meet Jesus of Nazareth, 
the son of God made one of us, for our salvation. 
— vatican.va

Its effort to insert us progressively into the mystery of faith

The Directory for Catechesis is a 
document of the Holy See and en-
trusted to the entire Church. Much 
time and work has gone into its 
preparation, and its publication 
comes after a wide international 
consultation. What follows is a 
summary of the Directory.
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ROME: At his baptism at a Catholic 
Church in Shanghai, Dalù said that 
he “cried like a baby” knowing that 
his sins were being washed away. 
His journey to faith began with sing-
ing Christmas carols in 2009, and 
eventually led him to seek asylum in 
Rome.

“I am a music lover. Once I saw 
on a website that a choir of Shang-
hai Catholic Church was recruiting 
members. I went to meet them and 
they accepted me. I found this choir 
very special,” said Dalù. 

“Before each rehearsal, the priest 
would tell us the Gospel of the day. 
I was deeply attracted. And then all 
the songs that they sang were Catho-
lic hymns, and I was also moved,” 
he said, adding that he particularly 
loved the Latin hymn Panis Angeli-
cus.

These rehearsals with the choir 
were the first time Dalù encountered 
the Gospel and Catholic hymns, and 
he said that he was moved by learn-
ing the meaning behind the music he 
found so beautiful.

“It was only a few months after I 
joined the choir that Christmas ush-
ered in. The song that we sang was 
Silent Night, and I cried. It was so 
beautiful,” he said.

Dalù — a pseudonym he uses to 
protect his identity as he still has 
family in China — said that his fam-
ily had instilled in him a love for 
truth, beauty, and goodness in his 
childhood.

“In fact, before I accepted the faith 
my spiritual world was completely 
ready, just waiting for the opportu-
nity. My values could be summed up 
in three words: truth, goodness, and 
beauty,” he said.

“After joining the choir, the priest 
asked me to receive faith training. 
After half a year of study I learned 

the Catholic doctrine and the current 
status of the Chinese Church,” Dalù 
said.

He was catechised throughout 
2010, a time when China’s Catho-
lics were divided between the “un-
derground church” and churches 
officially registered with the govern-
ment and the state-sanctioned Chi-
nese Patriotic Catholic Association.

The church choir Dalù was a part 
of was an “above-ground church” 
registered with the government.

“Before contacting the church, I 
did not know that there are two types 
of Chinese churches, official and un-
derground,” Dalù said.

“Thankfully the priest who led 
me was a very determined Catho-
lic priest,” he added. “He told us 
the truth about the Gospel, which is 
completely consistent with his per-
sonal behaviour.”

Dalù soon came to discover that 
Chinese Catholics attending church-
es officially registered with the 
government have to discern which 
priests can be trusted.

“In China there are many official 

church priests who are very loyal to 
the Vatican and the pope, no differ-
ent from underground churches, but 
some priests have been bought, com-
pletely unfit,” he said.

“There is a church near my house, 
only 600 meters away, but the priest 
of that church is completely con-
trolled by the Patriotic Association,” 
he added.

Instead, Dalù would travel 10 
miles away from his neighbourhood 
in Shanghai to attend Mass with the 
priest who catechised him.

“My priest told me if you don’t 
read the Bible you don’t know Je-
sus, so I read the Bible every day,” 
he said.

“With the help of my priest, I be-
gan to understand the faith by read-
ing the Bible, and I was completely 
attracted.”

Dalù was baptised in Shanghai on 
December 20, 2010, at the age of 47.

“When the priest poured holy wa-
ter on my head, I cried like a baby,” 
he said.

“Never before, like this. After the 
baptism, I cried at home for three 

days ... because I knew that I was a 
sinner and that the baptism washed 
away all of the sins that I had com-
mitted before and I became a new 
person. This is a great grace.”

Like his chosen confirmation saint, 
St Paul, Dalù said that he changed a 
lot after his conversion.

“I have a bad temper,” he said. 
“After accepting baptism, I began 
to learn to repent. I got the strength 
from the Bible, according to Jesus, 
to learn how to be a husband and fa-
ther.”

“My wife was very surprised by 
my change. She said ‘keep it like this 
I will fall in love with you again.’”

Part of the reason why Dalù thinks 
he struggled with anger management 
was that he had felt “marginalised by 
society for a long time.”

The former journalist and radio 
host had lost his job after reporting 
on June 4, 1995, on the sixth anni-
versary of the Tiananmen Square 
protests – something forbidden to 
speak of in Chinese media.

“I reminded the listeners on the ra-
dio that today was a memorable day, 
but immediately after the broadcast 
of the programme I was censored 
and asked to write an apology, and 
then within a week I was fired,” Dalù 
said.

“And since then, I became unem-
ployed and I could no longer find a 
job because there was this record in 
my personal file,” he said.

After his conversion, Dalù was 
able to apply his journalism experi-
ence to work in Catholic communi-
cations in Shanghai, where he helped 
to reprint Gospel readings, personal 
devotions, and Vatican news on We-
Chat, China’s largest social messag-
ing app.

However, he was once again sub-
jected to intimidation by the Chinese 

Communist Party officials.
“You know, it is an atheist coun-

try, China. The Chinese government 
wants to make its people blind, deaf, 
dumb, and lame, which is exactly the 
opposite of what Jesus did,” he said.

Dalù was eventually able to obtain 
refugee status in Italy because of the 
persecution that he suffered. He flew 
from Shanghai to Rome in Septem-
ber 2019, and says that his desire to 
live in Italy was a direct result of his 
Catholic faith.

Today Dalù resides in Italy’s 
Marche region, which he likes to 
point out was the birthplace of Mat-
teo Ricci, the 16th-century Jesuit 
missionary known for his skill with 
Chinese language and evangeliza-
tion in China.

He said that Ricci is a model of 
perseverance in evangelisation under 
difficult circumstances.

“At that time, the work of evan-
gelisation was a very difficult task, 
very difficult, and not easy now. But 
relying on the power of God, the 
Catholic seeds were slowly planted,” 
he said.

Dalù said that there were many 
people in China today who would 
be very open to the message of the 
Gospel, as he was, but who have not 
heard it.

“I think about St Paul, who was 
also a persecutor of Christians at that 
time, but God converted him and 
made him a saint. Similarly, there are 
many good people in the Communist 
Party who just don’t have the op-
portunity to come into contact with 
the truth of Catholicism. Among my 
friends, there are also people who are 
interested in my faith.”

“I believe that once the situation 
changes, China could freely believe 
in God and touch the truth,” he said. 
— By Courtney Mares, CNA

Finding God in Shanghai: 
a Chinese convert’s path to faith

Dalù stands in St Peter’s Square. Credit: Courtney Mares/CNA

A Philippine diocese has been com-
mended by the Vatican for becom-
ing the first diocese in the entire 
Catholic Church to adopt renewable 
energy.
“The Diocese of Maasin, in the Phil-
ippines, has become the first diocese 
in the world to equip all parishes 
with solar panels,” notes a document 
on integral ecology that Vatican of-
ficials released last week to mark the 
5th anniversary of Pope Francis’ en-
cyclical Laudato Si’.

Released on June 18, the docu-
ment entitled, Journeying for the 
care of the common home — five 
years after Laudato Si’, offers not 
only reflections and guidelines on 
how to maintain a healthy relation-
ship with creation in the spirit of the 
encyclical, but also cites many ini-
tiatives and good practices already 
underway across the Catholic world.

It dedicated an entire paragraph to 
the efforts of the Philippine Church.

Maasin Diocese in Leyte prov-
ince has installed solar panels in 42 
churches to generate electricity in 

its fight against global warming and 
abuse of the environment.

In this regard, the Vatican docu-
ment cited WeGen Laudato Si’ 
(WGLS), a Philippine-based next-
generation technology company 
inspired by the Pope’s encyclical, 
which is partnering with Maasin 
Diocese in going for solar energy in 
a big way. 

“I am surprised to know that our 
humble effort to implement some-
thing to preserve Mother Earth, 
heeding the call of Pope Francis’ 
Laudato Si’ Encyclical letter, got 
recognition and affirmation at a high 
level,” Bishop Precioso Cantillas of 
Maasin said regarding the Vatican 
citation.

He said he is hoping that they 
will reach a level where they “can 
contribute more significantly to the 
restoration and preservation of our 
environment”.

The project started as a dream in 
2017 to mark the golden jubilee cel-
ebration of his diocese.

“The dream project intends to 

cover 50 diocesan buildings and 
schools and around 40 parish 
churches, including 50 lay members 
whose properties, such as businesses 
and homes, will be invited to join,” 
the bishop said.

Bishop Cantillas pointed out that 
the installation of solar panels in 
the cathedral and school buildings 
has saved the diocese more than 
US$2,000 in electricity bills per 
month.

According to WeGen, the lifes-
pan of the solar panels was up to 25 
years and the diocese could recover 
its investment in seven years. 

“With those solar panels in place 
for 25 years, some 1,875 metric tons 
of carbon dioxide emissions are 
avoided,” a WeGen representative 
told reporters.

Speaking about good practices in 
terms of renewable energy, the Vati-
can document also commended the 
Episcopal Commission on the Laity 
of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
of the Philippines, which signed a 
memorandum with WeGen “to pro-

mote the use of and access to renew-
able energy, especially solar energy” 
in Church institutions and in the 
poorest communities in the Philip-
pines.

“In this context, through this pro-
ject,” the document notes, “infor-
mation and communication cam-
paigns are also promoted to spread 
the teachings of Pope Francis and 
Laudato Si’.”

On its website, WeGen explains 
that it was “formed specifically 
to work closely with the Catholic 

Church and other religious com-
munities in the country”.  They also 
“encourage various sectors of soci-
ety to shift from using conventional 
sources of energy to clean, renew-
able energy from the sun”.

“The Diocese of Maasin was able 
not only to cut their power bills, but 
also to show the world what pursuit 
of the care for our common home, as 
embodied by Pope Francis’ Laudato 
Si’, looks like,” WeGen wrote in a 
post on Facebook. — By Robin 
Gomes, Vatican News

Vatican praises Philippine diocese for being the first to adopt solar energy

Renewable sources of energy. 



Dear Children, 
In today's Gospel reading, Je-
sus says if we love anyone more 
than we love Him, we are not 
worthy of Him. What He means 
is that we need to put God first 
in our lives. 
The two great commandments 

He gave us are 'Love the Lord 

your God with all your heart and 
mind and strength' and 'Love 
your neighbour as yourself."
How can we put God first in 

our lives? 
We can start by talking to Him 

as soon as we start our day. 
We can tell Him we love Him 
and offer our day to Him! We 

also put God first by following 
His laws - by making sure we 
go to Mass at least every Sun-
day and Holy Day of Obligation 
and going to Confession when we 
have a serious sin.
The next most important thing 

is loving others. God wants us 
to love and care for the people 

He has put into the family that 
He has given us and then our 
friends and neighbours. 
What is the most important 

thing for you to do today? How 
can you put God first every day 
this week?

Love
Aunty Eliz 

And if anyone 
gives even a cup of 
cold water to one 
of these little ones 
who is my disciple, 
truly I tell you, 
that person will 
certainly not lose 
their reward.”
(Mat 10: 42) 

Find the hidden words. The words have been placed 
horizontally, vertically or diagonally. When you locate a 

word, draw a circle around it. 

GIVES
PROPHET
REWARD
LITTLE

CUP
TRUTH
LOSE

WATER

PROHET
DISCIPLE

RIGHTEOUS
RECEIVES

REWARD
COLD 

ACROSS

5. A person who speaks for God
6. Recognition of someone's good 
behaviour
7. To gladly receive someone into 
your own house 
8. A follower of Jesus 

DOWN

1. Small; not large
2. A fact that has been proven
3. An odourless, colourless, taste-
less, liquid, H20
4. The opposite of hot; having a 
very low temperature 

WELCOME
TRUTH
LITTLE

REWARD
DISCIPLE
COLD'

PROPHET
WATER

CROSSWORD 

Let's colour 

Little Catholics’ CornerLittle Catholics’ Corner
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KOTA KINABALU: Are 
youths today being em-
powered by the Holy 

Spirit? This topic was dis-
cussed by about 100 teens 
and young adults who par-
ticipated in the Empowered 
online conference organised 
by the Royal Ambassadors 
Youth (RAY) on May 29 (via 
Zoom) with renowned Catho-
lic speaker and missionary, 
Paul J. Kim, Texas, USA. 

With his wit and humour, Kim first 
shared about his life and how his 
encounter with God transformed 
him and led him to his current mis-
sion. He shared how he lived a 
life seeking fulfilment from worldly 
things, only to realise that God is the 
only one who can fill the emptiness 
he experienced.

Kim explained that one of the 
most common misconceptions 
among Catholics is that we have to 
be perfect before we can be holy 
and close to God. “We don’t even 
have to change to go to God. We 
go to God and He changes us. We 
come to Him as we are. Jesus has 
extended his invitation not only to 
the best people but even the worst, 
because that’s what His mission was 
all about.”

Kim also emphasised his love for 
the Rosary and explained how 
Mother Mary played a big role in 
his transformation. “When I started 
to pray the rosary more seriously, I 
started to feel more peace and joy 
than I ever had in my life. Strange 
things started happening such as 
smelling roses out of nowhere, and 

I knew for a fact that the Mother of 
Jesus was with me.” He further en-
couraged the participants to de-
velop a relationship with the Blessed 
Mother, for she is the best person to 
lead us to Jesus.

Kim then explained the impor-
tance of the Holy Spirit in our lives, 
and how Pentecost commemo-
rated the sending down of this 
mighty helper to the disciples. He 
also spoke about how Peter, who 
by his credentials seemed an un-
likely candidate to be the first pope, 
was made worthy by the Holy Spirit 
and became a pivotal figure for the 
church.

Towards the end of the con-
ference, Kim spent a significant 
amount of time answering ques-
tions. Among them, how to over-

come temptations of the human 
soul, learning to pray more and liv-
ing a life of service to others.

“It was enlightening and refresh-
ing for the mind, soul and spirit. The 
way Paul J. Kim explains is truly soul 
piercing!,” commented Desmond, 
34. Veronica, 21, felt that the con-
ference was really like a personal 
conversation with Paul. “Something 
that really stuck with me is how we 
as Catholics don’t have to be per-
fect to come to God. We might 
think we need to change in order 
to come to him but that’s certainly 
not the case, instead we come to 
him to be changed. The whole on-
line experience with Paul felt like a 
video call with a great friend who 
made me smile nonstop.”

The opportunity to connect with 

speakers like Kim halfway across the 
world is indeed a silver lining behind 
the pandemic which has brought 
the whole world to a halt. RAY in-
vites teens and young adults (aged 
15 to 40) to join them in the next 
three Empowered conferences. 
Empowered 2 consists of separate 
female and male sessions, featuring 
Jackie Francois Angel and Bobby 
Angel respectively. The Angels are 
Catholic speakers associated with 
Ascension Presents in the USA. Kim 
will be returning for Empowered 3 – 
The Road Ahead.

For more information, please 
contact Lenice (010-9444143) or 
Esther (016-8052146). You can also 
register online at https://forms.
gle/9wjSgkfSQesdNZah8. — By            
Trevor Yaacob, CS

‘Empowered’
online conference for youth 
discusses Church’s teachings

About 100 teens and young adults participated in the ‘Empowered’ online conference. (CS photo)
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World Youth Day Magazine 
available free online
VATICAN: For the past thirty 
years, the Vatican’s World Youth 
Day Magazine has been an official 
souvenir of the fruitful dialogue be-
tween the Holy Father and young 
people at the international events. 

The last World Youth Day (WYD) 
took place in Panama City, January 
22 to 27, 2019. The latest edition 
of the World Youth Day Magazine 
(https://bit.ly/2NoMcOG) is avail-
able as of June 19 on the website of 
the Dicastery for the Laity, Family 
and Life, the Vatican dicastery that 
oversees the organisation of the 
youth event.

Published by the John Paul II 
Youth Foundation as a single is-
sue containing multiple languages 
(English, Spanish, French and Ital-
ian), the World Youth Day Maga-
zine is issued after every interna-
tional World Youth Day.  

It documents the event’s devel-
opment with a wide selection of 

images and with brief but incisive 
texts.  The purpose is to inspire 
again millions of young people who 
have participated in WYD by re-
minding them of their experiences, 
encounters and the highlights of the 
event. Those who have not yet par-
ticipated in WYD may be inspired 
to attend one in the future.

The 25th edition of the magazine 
marks the start of the souvenir’s on-
line edition. It echoes the exhorta-
tions of the Pope and the testimo-
nies given by the young people who 
attended the event.

There is also a section dedicated 
to the conference, Youth for Our 
Common Home: Ecological Con-
version in Action.  The third meet-
ing of the conference was held in 
Panama.  The conference aims to 
offer a deeper understanding of 
and living out Pope Francis’ 2015 
Encyclical, Laudato Si’, and safe-
guarding creation.

IPOH: St Michael’s Church (SMC) 
English youth group prepared a 
special something for all fathers on 
Father’s Day, which fell on June 
21.

Although there were no choco-
lates or cakes and coffee at the par-
ish hall as in past years, because of 
the RMCO, the youths got together 
to have an online Zoom Father’s 
Day event that started at 12 noon 
after the online Masses.

The contributions of Jack Waran, 
Jennifer Alberto, Calvin Teh and 
Daniel Bavin in the organising 
team enabled the youths to do what 
they love once again – to thank 
their fathers for their love, encour-
agement and support through the 
video, which was a photo library 
of beautiful images of fathers and 
their children in the early years.

Calvin Teh made the video pres-

entation,  and SMC parish priest 
Fr Anthony Liew made an appear-
ance to share his experiences on 
growing up, a short reflection on a 
father’s love and to wish all fathers 
a Happy Fathers’ Day.

He also said all fathers were 
loved because of their fatherly 
guidance on life, expectations, and 
inescapable advice.

He thanked the team, adding it 
was a very good event.

Jack Waran also shared how a 
positive father can bring hope to all 
those around them, making great 
things happen.

Then all fathers in all categories 
were wished a “Happy Fathers’ 
Day” before Daniel Bavin said the 
closing prayer.

The session ended at 12.30pm 
and was posted on SMC Ipoh’s fa-
cebook page.

MANGALURU, India: Addiction 
to smartphones and the Internet 
has increased alarmingly among 
teenagers and youth during the 
lockdown, says a group of psy-
chologists and youth representa-
tives in Mangaluru, southern 
India.

Youth representatives, 
psychologists and coun-
selors from all over India 
on June 21 participated 
in a virtual discussion 
on Smartphone and In-
ternet addiction or-
ganised by Autumn-
Mind.com and the 
Mangaluru unit of 
the Indian Catholic 
Youth Movement 
(ICYM).

Prabhakar Shetty, 
an education consultant and sen-
ior counselor who addressed the 
webinar, pointed out that mobile 
addiction has increased tremen-
dously since the country went into 
a lockdown from the midnight of 
March 24 to control COVID-19 
pandemic.

Shetty, who  specialises in 
smartphone addiction counsel-
ling via AutumnMind.com, said 
mobile addiction has become a 
new concern for all age groups in 
society, similar to alcoholism or 
drug abuse. Smartphone addiction 
exhibits the same withdrawal syn-
dromes such as aggressive behav-
iour, depression, anxiety disorders, 
sleeplessness and health issues. 
He quoted several examples of be-
havioural disorders among youth 
because of virtual world addiction.

Sharon Solomon, a counsel-
lor based in Hyderabad, cited the 
example of a teenager commit-
ting suicide in her city as the child 

was denied smartphone access.
Maya Kirpalani, a senior psy-

chologist from Mumbai, observed 
that smartphone addiction has in-
creased the gap between siblings 
in families and decreased family 
bonds.

Fayal D’Souza, an ICYM youth 
leader, said she disconnected her 
social media completely when she 
prepared for her exams, but several 
people were commenting that “I 
don’t belong to the modern world.”

Jesvita Quodres, former national 
convener (and national coordinator 
of YCS YSM India), observed that 
youth must differentiate between 
use and abuse of smartphones as 
they grow up in the virtual world. 
“They should learn to use the 
phone in a smart and responsible 
way,” she said, elaborating how 
smartphones affect family relations 
and other priorities in life.

Dheerav Lobo, an ICYM youth, 
observed that smartphones and in-
ternet services have affected youth 

negatively. “They are losing their 
priorities in life as they spend 
hours at a time onscreen, engaged 
in online games and social media,” 
he added.

Shetty highlighted the need for 
becoming aware of the tactics 

used by the virtual world in 
playing with the “likes and 
dislikes” in social media 
apps like tiktok and online 
games which are designed 
to make one addicted. One 
needs to be careful about 
developing friendships 
in the virtual world and 
getting cheated.

Shetty said increas-
ing communication 
at home between par-
ents and children and 
finding quality fam-

ily time for each other is one solu-
tion to decrease mobile addiction.

Smartphones and the Internet, 
he added, have played key roles 
in educating and informing people 
about the pandemic. The discus-
sion is not aimed at belittling the 
role of virtual media.

“The discussion is aimed at pro-
moting responsible use of virtual 
media and smartphones without 
developing overdependency or ad-
diction to such devices,” he said.

Autumn Mind (www.autumn-
mind.com) is an online counsel-
ling platform for promoting mental 
health and emotional well being in 
society, targeting children, adoles-
cents, youths, adults or parents on 
varieties of mental health issues 
with over 25 counsellors based in 
different parts of India.

ICYM is the youth wing of the 
Catholic Church in India, who are 
collaborating for this webinar. — 
Matters India

English youth group at SMC gather to wish all fathers a Happy Fathers Day. 
The sharing of youth and SMC parish priest Fr Anthony Liew on Fathers day.

WYD Magazine, Panama 2019  (Santiago Perez de Camino)

World Youth Days
World Youth Day was the brainchild of St 
Pope John Paul II.  After noting two success-
ful international gatherings with young peo-
ple in Rome in 1984 and 1985, he instituted 
it in December 1985. 

Since then, WYD has been celebrated each 
year on Palm Sunday at the diocesan and lo-
cal levels across the Church worldwide.

Every two or three years, WYD is cel-
ebrated internationally at a venue chosen by 
the Pope, where young people from around 
the world come together around the Holy 
Father.

Participants spend time visiting the host 
country, performing community service, vis-
iting dioceses, and participating in festival 
events.  A papal Mass concludes the event 
that lasts several days.

The Portuguese capital, Lisbon, has been 
chosen as the venue of the next WYD sched-
uled for August 2022.  However, due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, on April 20, the Vati-
can postponed it by a year to August 2023.   
— By Robin Gomes, Vatican News

SMC’s Youths show 
appreciation to

their fathers 

Lockdown impact: Alarming hike in 
smartphone addiction among youth

Youth must differentiate between “use and abuse” of 
smartphones as they all grow up in the virtual world
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memoriam
For the Lord himself,                       

with a cry of command,              
with the archangel’s call           

and with the sound of             
God’s trumpet,                   

will descend from heaven, 
and the dead in Christ                  

will rise first.                                    
Then we who are alive,               

who are left,                                   
will be caught up                    

in the clouds together                  
with them to meet the Lord     
in the air; and so we will be 

with the Lord forever. 
Therefore encourage                   

one another with                 
these words. 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18
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Patrick Michael
 @ Bosco

31st Jan 1952 - 26th June 2010
(1oth yr anniversary)

In Loving Memory of

Madam Jayakanoo 
@ Mrs S.A Michael

17th Sep 1924 – 18th July 2014

The years may wipe out many things
But this they'll wipe out never,
The memory of those happy days

When we were all together.
We think of them in silence,
Their names we often recall,

But there's nothing left to answer
Just their picture on the wall.

Just when their lives were brightest,
Just when their hopes were best,
God called them from among us

To a home of eternal rest
Always loved and missed by Family

VATICAN: The World Health Organisation 
registered more than 183,000 new cases of 
coronavirus in the 24 hours to June 22, the 
highest single day increase since the pan-
demic began.

The number of COVID-19 cases in the 
Americas continues to grow, with Brazil 
already dealing with more than one million 
cases. As of June 22, more than 50,000 peo-
ple in the country are believed to have died 

from the virus.
Brazil has the second most known cases of 

the coronavirus, following the United States. 
In the US, more than 2.3 million people have 
been infected, and the nation has seen over 
120,000 deaths from the virus.

With almost six hundred thousand cases, 
Russia has the world’s third largest tally.

In medical developments, the British gov-
ernment has said they are testing a weekly 

“no-swab” saliva test that could result in a 
simpler and quicker way to detect outbreaks. 
In the United States, the National Institute of 
Health has said it has halted a clinical trial to 
evaluate the safety and effectiveness of the 
malaria drug hydroxychloroquine for treat-
ing hospitalised COVID-19 patients. Mean-
while an Israeli company expects a fabric it 
has developed will be able to neutralise close 
to 99 per cent of the coronavirus, even af-

ter being washed multiple times, following a 
successful lab test.

Worldwide, almost nine million people 
have been reported to have contracted the 
disease, and as of the morning of June 23, 
approximately 470,000 people have died. In-
fections have been reported in more than 210 
countries and territories since the first cases 
were identified in China in December 2019. 
— Vatican News

WHO records highest one-day 
increase in COVID-19 cases

HERALD June 28, 202018



HERALD June 28, 2020 Saints of the Week & Short Readings 19

Sts Peter and Paul Daily Short 
Reading

Sunday, June 28 
(Apocalypse 7:10,12)
Victory to our God, who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb! Praise 
and glory and wisdom and thanks-
giving and honour and power and 
strength to our God for ever and 
ever. Amen.

Monday, June 29
(1 Peter 4:13-14)
Beloved, if you can have some 
share in the sufferings of Christ, 
be glad, because you will enjoy 
a much greater gladness when 
his glory is revealed. It is a bless-
ing for you when they insult you 
for bearing the name of Christ, 
because it means that you have 
the Spirit of glory, the Spirit of God 
resting on you.

Tuesday, June 30
(Romans 13:11,12-13)
You must wake up now: the night is 
almost over, it will be daylight soon. 
Let us give up all the things we pre-
fer to do under cover of the dark; let 
us arm ourselves and appear in the 
light. Let us live decently as people 
do in the daytime.

Wednesday, July 1 
(Tobit 4:14-15,16,19)
Be careful, my child, in all you do, 
well-disciplined in all your behav-
iour. Do to no one what you would 
not want done to you. Give your 
bread to those who are hungry, 
and your clothes to those who 
are naked. Whatever you own 
in plenty, devote a proportion to 
almsgiving. Bless the Lord God in 
everything; beg him to guide your 
ways and bring your paths and 
purposes to their end.

Thursday, July 2
(Isaiah 66:1-2)
Thus says the Lord:
With heaven my throne
and earth my footstool,
what house could you build me,
what place could you make for my 
rest?
All of this was made by my hand
and all this is mine – it is the Lord 
who speaks.
But my eyes are drawn to the man
of humbled and contrite spirit,
who trembles at my word.

Friday, July 3
(Ephesians 2:19-22)
You are no longer aliens or foreign 
visitors: you are citizens like all the 
saints, and part of God’s household. 
You are part of a building that has the 
apostles and prophets for its founda-
tions, and Christ Jesus himself for its 
main cornerstone. As every structure 
is aligned on him, all grow into one 
holy temple in the Lord; and you too, 
in him, are being built into a house 
where God lives, in the Spirit.

Saturday, July 4
(2 Peter 1: 10-11)
Brothers, you have been called 
and chosen: work all the harder to 
justify it by good deeds. If you do 
all these things there is no danger 
that you will ever fall away. In this 
way you will be granted admit-
tance into the eternal kingdom of 
our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ.

Peter (d. 64?) St Mark ends the first 
half of his Gospel with a triumphant 

climax. He has recorded doubt, misunder-
standing, and the opposition of many to 
Jesus. Now Peter makes his great confes-
sion of faith: “You are the Messiah” (Mk 
8:29b). It was one of the many glorious 
moments in Peter’s life, beginning with 
the day he was called from his nets along 
the Sea of Galilee to become a fisher of 
men for Jesus.

The New Testament clearly shows Pe-
ter as the leader of the apostles, chosen by 
Jesus to have a special relationship with 
him. With James and John he was privi-
leged to witness the Transfiguration, the 
raising of a dead child to life, and the ago-
ny in Gethsemane. His mother-in-law was 
cured by Jesus. He was sent with John to 
prepare for the last Passover before Jesus’ 
death. His name is first on every list of 
apostles.

And to Peter only did Jesus say, “Bless-
ed are you, Simon son of Jonah. For flesh 
and blood has not revealed this to you, 
but my heavenly Father. And so I say to 
you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I 
will build my church, and the gates of the 
netherworld shall not prevail against it. I 
will give you the keys to the kingdom of 
heaven. Whatever you bind on earth shall 
be bound in heaven; and whatever you 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven” 
(Matthew 16:17b-19).

But the Gospels prove their own trust-
worthiness by the unflattering details they 
include about Peter. He clearly was no 
public relations person. It is a great com-
fort for ordinary mortals to know that Pe-

ter also had his human weakness, even in 
the presence of Jesus.

He generously gave up all things, yet 
he can ask in childish self-regard, “What 
are we going to get for all this?” (see 
Mt 19:27). He receives the full force of 
Christ’s anger when he objects to the idea 
of a suffering Messiah: “Get behind me, 
Satan! You are an obstacle to me. You are 
thinking not as God does, but as human 
beings do” (Matthew 16:23b).

Peter is willing to accept Jesus’ doc-
trine of forgiveness, but suggests a limit 
of seven times. He walks on the water in 
faith, but sinks in doubt. He refuses to let 
Jesus wash his feet, then wants his whole 
body cleansed. He swears at the Last Sup-
per that he will never deny Jesus, and then 
swears to a servant maid that he has never 
known the man. He loyally resists the first 
attempt to arrest Jesus by cutting off Mal-
chus’ ear, but in the end he runs away with 
the others. In the depth of his sorrow, Je-
sus looks on him and forgives him, and he 
goes out and sheds bitter tears. The Risen 
Jesus told Peter to feed his lambs and his 
sheep (Jn 21:15-17).

Paul (d. 64?) If the most 
well-known preacher today 

suddenly began preaching that 
the United States should adopt 
Marxism and not rely on the 
Constitution, the angry reac-
tion would help us understand 
Paul’s life when he started 
preaching that Christ alone can 
save us. He had been the most 
pharisaic of Pharisees, the most 
legalistic of Mosaic lawyers. 
Now he suddenly appears to 
other Jews as a heretical wel-
comer of Gentiles, a traitor and 
apostate.

Paul’s central conviction was 
simple and absolute: Only God 
can save humanity. No human 
effort — even the most scrupu-
lous observance of law — can 
create a human good which we 
can bring to God as reparation 
for sin and payment for grace. 
To be saved from itself, from 
sin, from the devil, and from 
death, humanity must open it-
self completely to the saving 
power of Jesus.

Paul never lost his love for 
his Jewish family, though he 
carried on a lifelong debate 
with them about the uselessness 
of the Law without Christ. He 
reminded the Gentiles that they 
were grafted on the parent stock 
of the Jews, who were still 
God’s chosen people, the chil-
dren of the promise.

Reflection
We would probably go to con-
fession to Peter sooner than to 
any of the other apostles. He is 
perhaps a more striking exam-
ple of the simple fact of holi-
ness. Jesus says to us as he said, 
in effect, to Peter: “It is not you 
who have chosen me, but I who 
have chosen you. Peter, it is not 
human wisdom that makes it 
possible for you to believe, but 
my Father’s revelation. I, not 
you, build my Church.” Paul’s 
experience of the risen Jesus on 
the road to Damascus was the 
driving force that made him one 
of the most zealous, dynamic, 
and courageous ambassadors of 
Christ the Church has ever had. 
But persecution, humiliation, 
and weakness became his day-
by-day carrying of the cross, ma-
terial for further transformation. 
The dying Christ was in him; 
the living Christ was his life.                                                                 
— franciscanmedia.org

Poor Thomas! He made one 
remark and has been brand-
ed as “Doubting Thomas” 

ever since. But if he doubted, he 
also believed. He made what is 
certainly the most explicit state-
ment of faith in the New Testa-
ment: “My Lord and My God!” 
and, in so expressing his faith, 
gave Christians a prayer that will 
be said till the end of time. He 
also occasioned a compliment 
from Jesus to all later Christians: 
“Have you come to believe be-
cause you have seen me? Bless-
ed are those who have not seen 
and have believed” (John 20:29).

Thomas should be equally well-
known for his courage. Perhaps 
what he said was impetuous —
since he ran, like the rest, at the 
showdown — but he can scarce-
ly have been insincere when he 
expressed his willingness to die 
with Jesus. The occasion was 
when Jesus proposed to go to 
Bethany after Lazarus had died. 
Since Bethany was near Jerusa-
lem, this meant walking into the 
very midst of his enemies and to 
almost certain death. Realizing 
this, Thomas said to the other 
apostles, “Let us also go to die 
with him” (John 11:16b).

St Thomas the Apostle
Reflection
Thomas shares the lot of Peter the im-
petuous, James and John, the “sons 
of thunder,” Philip and his foolish re-
quest to see the Father — indeed all 
the apostles in their weakness and lack 
of understanding. We must not exag-
gerate these facts, however, for Christ 
did not pick worthless men. But their 
human weakness again points up the 
fact that holiness is a gift of God, not a 
human creation; it is given to ordinary 
men and women with weaknesses; it 
is God who gradually transforms the 
weaknesses into the image of Christ, 
the courageous, trusting, and loving 
one. — franciscanmedia.org
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Feastday: July 3

VATICAN: Everyone lives a life 
that is often inconsistent or a “con-
tradiction” because people can be 
both a sinner and a saint, a victim 
and a tormentor, Pope Francis said.

No matter what one’s situation 
is, people can put themselves back 
in God’s hands through prayer, he 
said June 24 during his weekly 
general audience.

“Prayer gives us nobility; it is 
able to protect one’s relationship 
with God, who is the true com-
panion along humanity’s journey, 
amidst thousands of hardships in 
life, good or bad, but always with 
prayer,” he said.

The audience, livestreamed 
from the library of the Apostolic 
Palace, was the Pope’s last general 
audience talk until Aug 5. His Sun-
day Angelus address will continue 
throughout July.

With the start of summer vaca-
tion for many, the Pope said he 
hoped people could have a peace-
ful moment of rest despite the 
ongoing restrictions “connected 
to the threat of infection from the 
coronavirus.”

May it be a time of “enjoyment 
of the beauty of creation and a 
strengthening of ties with mankind 
and with God,” he said in greetings 
to Polish-speaking viewers and lis-
teners.

In his main talk, the Pope contin-
ued his series on prayer and reflect-
ed on the role prayer played in the 
life of David — a young shepherd 
whom God called to become king 
of Israel.

David learned early in life that 
a shepherd takes care of his flock, 
protects them from danger and 
provides for them, the Pope said.

Jesus, too, is called “the good 
shepherd” because he offers his 
life for his flock, guiding them, 
knowing each one by name, he 
said.

When David was later confront-
ed for his terrible sins, he realised 
he had become a “bad shepherd,” 
someone who was “sick with pow-
er, a poacher who kills and loots,” 
the Pope said. 

He no longer acted like a hum-
ble servant but had robbed another 
man of the only thing he loved 
when he took the man’s wife as his 
own.

David wanted to be a good shep-
herd, but sometimes he failed and 
sometimes he succeeded, the Pope 
said.

“Saint and sinner, persecuted 
and persecutor, victim and even 
executioner,” David was full of 

contradictions — being all of these 
things in his life, he said.

But the one thing that stayed 
constant was his prayerful dialogue 
with God. “David the saint, prays, 
David the sinner, prays,” always 
lifting his voice to God either in 
joy or deep despair, the Pope said.

This is what David can teach the 
faithful today, he said: to always 
speak with God, no matter the cir-
cumstances or one’s state of being, 
because everyone’s life is often 
marked by contradiction and in-
consistencies. 

People should tell God about 
their joy, sins, sorrows and love — 
everything, the Pope said, because 
God is always there, and he listens.

Prayer returns people to God 
“because the nobility of prayer 
leaves us in God’s hands,” he said. 
— By Carol Glatz, CNS

God listens to everybody — sinner, saint, victim, killer
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Evangelisation:  The Way of the Heart
We pray that all those who suffer may find                         

their way in life, allowing themselves to be touched                   
by the Heart of Jesus.

Download the Click To Pray updates now.

LONDON: England’s metropolitan archbishops 
urged Catholics to consider going to Mass dur-
ing the week rather than on Sunday after public 
liturgies resume July 4. 

In a message to the Catholic community in 
England June 25, the four Church leaders noted 
that the number of people permitted to attend 
Masses would be limited when they resume, 106 
days after public Masses were suspended due to 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

“Given there is no Sunday obligation, we 
ask you to consider the possibility of attending 
Mass on a weekday. This will ease the pressure 
of numbers for Sunday celebrations and allow 
a gradual return to the Eucharist for more peo-
ple,” they said.

The British Prime Minister Boris Johnson an-
nounced that churches could reopen for collec-
tive worship from July 4.

He told Parliament June 23: “I know that 
many have mourned the closure of places of 
worship. And this year Easter, Passover, and 
Eid all occurred during the lockdown. So I’m 
delighted that places of worship will be able to 
reopen for prayer and services, including wed-
dings, with a maximum of 30 people, all subject 
to social distancing.”

There was initial confusion about whether the 
30-person limit applied to Masses. But in their 
message, the metropolitan archbishops clarified 
that the figure would be “determined locally.”

They said: “It is important to reaffirm that, at 
present, the obligation to attend Sunday Mass 
remains suspended. A significant number of 
churches may remain closed as they are unable 
to meet the requirements for opening for in-di-

vidual prayer. Fulfilling these requirements is a 
precondition for any church opening after July 4 
for the celebration of Mass with a congregation.”

“Please be aware that there will be a limit on 
the number of people who can attend Mass in 
our churches. This will be determined locally 
in accordance with social distancing require-
ments. We therefore need to reflect carefully on 
how and when we might be able to attend Mass. 
We cannot return immediately to our customary 
practices. This next step is not, in any sense, a 
moment when we are going ‘back to normal.’”

The Church leaders hailed the reopening of 
churches for individual private prayer June 15, 
describing it as “an important milestone on our 
journey towards resuming communal worship.” 

Masses in England were suspended from 
March 20 and churches closed from March 23. 
Throughout the coronavirus crisis, the govern-

ment has permitted churches to host funerals, 
under strict conditions, and to livestream litur-
gies, but not to perform baptisms or weddings. 

More than 43,000 people have died of COV-
ID-19 in the U.K. as of June 25, according to the 
Johns Hopkins Coronavirus Resource Centre 
— the third highest recorded figure in the world 
after the United States and Brazil.

But as case numbers fall, the government is 
easing lockdown measures from July 4, reducing 
the current social distancing requirement of 6ft to 
3ft, and permitting pubs, cafes and restaurants to 
reopen with certain restrictions.

The metropolitan archbishops said that the 
Catholic community would strive to meet the 
stringent requirements to prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus, including hand sanitization, so-
cial distancing, and rigorous cleaning. 

“Moving forward, there will still be many 
people who cannot attend Mass in person. We 
therefore ask parishes, wherever possible, to 
continue live-streaming Sunday Mass, both for 
those who remain shielded and vulnerable, and 
also for those unable to leave home because of 
advanced age or illness,” the metropolitan arch-
bishops said.

“When we return to Mass there will be some 
differences in how the celebration takes place. 
For the time being, there will be no congrega-
tional singing and Mass will be shorter than usu-
al. None of this detracts from the centrality of our 
encounter with the Risen Christ in the Eucharist. 
We ask everyone to respect and follow the guid-
ance that will be issued and the instructions in 
each church.”

Thursday’s message marks the second time 

that the metropolitan archbishops have written 
jointly to Catholics during the coronavirus pan-
demic. 

In a May 1 message, the metropolitan arch-
bishops of England and Wales acknowledged 
the pain of Catholics who cannot receive the sac-
raments because of the coronavirus lockdown.

In the letter, entitled “A People who Hope in 
Christ,” the archbishops said that while lives-
treamed Masses nourished faith, they were no 
substitute for public liturgies.

“We are deeply moved by the Eucharistic 
yearning expressed by so many members of the 
faithful. We thank you sincerely for your love for 
the Lord Jesus, present in the sacraments and su-
premely so in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass,” 
they wrote. 

“The bishops and priests of every diocese are 
remembering you and your loved ones at Mass 
each day in our churches as we pray ‘in hope of 
health and well-being.’ We thank our priests for 
this faithfulness to their calling.”

The June 25 letter was signed by Cardinal 
Vincent Nichols of Westminster, Archbishop 
Malcolm McMahon of Liverpool, Archbishop 
Bernard Longley of Birmingham, and Archbish-
op John Wilson of Southwark.

Although Cardinal Nichols is the president of 
the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, 
the message was addressed only to the Catholic 
Community in England.

Catholics in Wales are still waiting to hear 
when the Welsh Assembly will determine that 
churches can reopen for public worship. Welsh 
churches were permitted to reopen for private 
prayer June 22. — CNA

England’s Catholics asked to consider avoiding 
Sunday Masses amid attendance limits

Source: Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur

Pews at St George's Cathedral, Southwark, are 
cleansed after it reopened for private prayer. 
(CNA photo/Mazur via cbcew.org.uk)


